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Rough Road to Recovery 
by Charlies Scaliger — If job figures, incomes, inflation, and debt 
are any indication, America is not on its way to economic recovery. 


WORLD 


War in Syria: Empowering the Islamists 
by Alex Newman — It bears remembering whom the United States 
is helping to take over in Syria: al-Qaeda. 


War in Syria: Empowering the UN 

by Alex Newman — Western internationalists are supplying and 
supporting the Syrian rebels. The Russians are supporting the Assad 
regime. Both are using the conflict to empower the UN. 


ECONOMY 


The Price of Price-gouging Laws 
by Steve Byas — When do government price controls, which are 
meant to help consumers, hurt consumers? Whenever they are in effect. 
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Educators Expose Dangers of Common Core 

by Alex Newman — How a federal scheme to control schools’ 
curricula unrolled though it generally lowers education standards 
and morals. 
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The Red Scare 


by Thomas R. Eddlem — After more than 125 bombing plots from 
1917-20, U.S. government officials violated civil liberties. But the 
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violations were minuscule compared with today’s “war on terror.” 
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No-win War 


Afghanistan was a necessary campaign 
to retaliate for the 9/11 attacks planned 
in Afghanistan by Osama bin Laden and 
al-Qaeda, operating under Taliban protec- 
tion. We drove out most of the terrorists 
until they found a sanctuary in Pakistan’s 
frontier areas. Unfortunately, U.S. lead- 
ers made the mistake of embarking on a 
massive nation-building effort that put us 
on a war footing. This notion centered on 
the premise that Afghanistan had to be 
transformed so that it would no longer be 
a haven for terrorists. 

Afghanistan is in the middle of an arc 
of chaos, extending from Central Asia 
through the Middle East into Africa. We 
cannot possibly wage Afghan-scale wars 
in dozens of countries. We cannot even 
afford to expand the Afghan war into the 
Pakistani sanctuaries with the type of 
ground invasion needed to clear out this 
lawless region. 

After 10 years and $500 billion, Af- 
ghanistan will likely fall back into civil 
war as soon as U.S. troops leave. Nation- 
building in a land of tribes and warlords, 
with no cultural tradition of central author- 
ity, was a fool’s errand. The United States 
needs to leave and change its strategy im- 
mediately. 

GERARD KERN 
Manchaca, Texas 


Straightening Out Spying 


The recent discussions about privacy is- 
sues and balancing security should include 
revisions to the FISA (Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Act) court for surveillance to 
ensure that abuses don’t occur that encom- 
pass dragnet surveillance of citizens. 

A good place to start off is to have Con- 
gress nominate and then confirm judges 
for the FISA court, instead of its current 
form wherein the chief Supreme Court 
justice appoints members to the bench. 
Nominating FISA judges, as compared 
to the current form, could help in making 
sure the process is a little more fair. 

The next thing that should be consid- 
ered in revising the FISA court is transpar- 
ency in regard to decisions made in cases 
where bulk records are requested so that 
the public can be informed as to what’s 
occurring. Transparency would allow citi- 
zens to grasp the scope of what’s occur- 
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ring and give feedback to their elected in 
officials. 

The third revision that should be made 
to the FISA court is a more narrow inter- 
pretation of what records can be collected 
in regard to investigations. 

Last, but not least, would be to have an 
opposite party arguing against such re- 
quests as in other types of courts so that 
there could be a counterweight to protect 
citizens’ right to privacy, which impacts 
free speech as well. The aforementioned 
revisions would not be the perfect answer 
to privacy issue but a good step forward. 

BILL MILLER 
Las Vegas, Nevada 


Mourning Father 


In response to David Nelson’s letter to the 
editor (August 5 issue), I, too, would have 
loved for my late father to have seen the 
article “DDT Ban Breeds Death” in your 
June 17 issue. My father was a plant pa- 
thologist/entomologist, his career span- 
ning 38 years. At least part of the reason he 
went into those fields is because he saw his 
own father suffer from malaria. My father 
worked with DDT a lot and recommended 
it to a lot of farmers, nurserymen, etc. He 
eventually became one of the top three men 
in the world in his field, being asked by a 
number of countries to help them with their 
specific plant pathology/entomology prob- 
lems, i.e., Guatemala, Costa Rica, Italy, etc. 

He lived long enough to see the ban on 
DDT and agonized over it, because of the 
millions across the globe who would die 
because of the ban. 

When Rachel Carson’s book was pub- 
lished, I read it, only to learn later that her 
assistant’s research was fraudulent, e.g., 
feeding birds in the experiment food with 
less calcium so that, of course, their eggs 
would be prone to breakage — the break- 
age wasn’t owing to DDT, as claimed! 

The ban on DDT needs to be reversed so 
that millions of lives can be saved. 

HENRIETTA MOINEAU 
Lancaster, New Hampshire 


Send your letters to: THE NEw AMERICAN, P.O. 
Box 8040, Appleton, WI 54912. Or e-mail: 
editorial@thenewamerican.com. Due to vol- 
ume received, not all letters can be answered. 
Letters may be edited for space and clarity. 
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More Americans Say Country Headed in Wrong Direction 


A September 24 poll from Bloomberg showed that 68 percent of 
Americans — two out of every three — say that the country is 
heading in the wrong direction. This is the most in two years and 
a substantial increase just since the first of the year. In addition, 
it appears that more Americans are blaming President Obama as 
the cause, as those holding an unfavorable view of the president 


now outnumber those with a favorable view for the first time 
since his election in 2008. 

Bloomberg isn’t alone. PollingReport.com published the re- 
sults of more than a dozen other polls taken around the same 
time with similar outcomes. For instance, the CBS News/New 
York Times Poll conducted September 19-23 showed that 66 
percent think the country is headed in the wrong direction — a 
jump from 57 percent — while just 29 percent think it’s headed 
in the right direction — a decline from 38 percent — since the 
first of the year. Similar results showed up in the polls of NBC 
News/Wall Street Journal; Gallup; ABC News/Washington Post; 
and Pew Research Center. Gallup showed three out of four (75 
percent) “dissatisfied with the way things are going in the United 
States at this time,” while just 22 percent are “satisfied.” 

In a related question in the Bloomberg poll, more than twice 
as many Americans think that America’s “economic standing in 
the world” will be worse in the next 12 months than those who 
think it will be better: 41 percent to 19 percent. This lines up 
almost exactly with the results just published by two of Wash- 
ington’s largest conservative think tanks: the Heritage Founda- 
tion and the Cato Institute. 

Overweening government, crony capitalism, ignoring the Con- 
stitution, and overriding the rule of law are leading Americans 
to conclude that the country is heading in the wrong direction 
and that its international economic influence as a so-called free 
country is likely to continue to wane in coming years. 


USDA Approves Import of Poultry Processed in China 


On August 31, as most Americans were enjoying the Labor Day 
weekend and perhaps grilling hamburgers and chicken, the Food 
Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) quietly lifted its restriction on processed 
poultry (such as chicken and turkey) from Communist China 
being imported into the United States. Furthermore, the imported 
processed poultry will not require a country-of-origin label nor 
will U.S. inspectors be on site at processing plants in China be- 
fore it is shipped to the United States for human consumption. 

For now, only chickens or turkeys that are raised and slaugh- 
tered in either the United States, Canada, or other countries that 
are currently allowed to export poultry to the United States may 
be sent to China in order to be cooked or processed into food 
products that will then be shipped back to the United States to be 
sold and consumed. 

One concern that makes this move by the USDA troubling and 
all the more surprising is the recent outbreaks of the HSN1 and 
H7N9 strains of the avian bird flu over the last decade in China. 
From 2004 through 2007, the HSN1 bird flu resulted in the deaths 
of 332 people. 

There is no guarantee that outbreaks of either HSN1 or H7N9 
bird flu might not make their way into the United States via im- 
ported chicken from China. For instance, allowing U.S.-raised 
poultry to be processed in China could set the stage for allowing 


poultry that has been raised and slaughtered in China to be of- 
ficially processed and shipped to the United States in the future. 

With the recent acquisition of Smithfield Farms, the larg- 
est pork producer in the world, by Chinese Communist Party- 
controlled Shuanghui International Holdings, coupled with the 
USDA’s announcement lifting the restriction on the import of 
Chinese-processed poultry into the United States, it now appears 
that the Chinese communists will either buy out American meat 
producers or simply process the remaining meat that they have 
yet to control. 
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Moments after the 
United Nations Inter- 
governmental Panel 
on Climate Change 
(UN IPCC) released a 
summary of its latest 
global-warming report 
on September 27, top 
climate scientists and 
experts were already 
reading through it and 
trashing the methods, 
findings, claims, and 
more. In fact, based 
on leaked drafts of the 
controversial report, 
critics had been de- 
bunking and ridiculing 
the UN’s climate claims for weeks prior to the official release. 
Once the summary report was officially released September 30 
in Stockholm, the deluge of criticism accelerated, with more 
than a few top scientists calling for the UN IPCC to be dis- 
banded entirely. 

The latest climate document claimed that despite more than 
16 years of essentially no increase in global temperatures, in 


defiance of UN theories and predictions, politically selected 
IPCC experts were more certain than ever that humans were 
to blame for global warming — 95 percent sure, to be pre- 
cise. While it is not entirely clear how the IPCC calculated the 
“percent” certainty, the claim has confused some of the world’s 
most respected climate scientists. “How they can justify this is 
beyond me,” noted Professor Judith Curry, chair of the School 
of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology. 

Numerous other prominent scientists — even many who have 
worked with the IPCC and accept some of its global-warming 
theories — have been equally critical. Meteorology Professor 
Richard Lindzen at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
who served as a lead author with the third IPCC report, for 
example, told Climate Depot that he thought the UN body had 
“truly sunk to a level of hilarious incoherence” with its latest 
assessment. 

At this point, the number of independent experts calling for an 
end to the largely discredited UN panel and its reports is growing 
fast. Some prominent voices in the climate discussion have even 
been calling for the “climate scamsters” to be prosecuted and 
jailed as a way to deter future scientific fraud. Much of the estab- 
lishment media continues to parrot UN climate scaremongering, 
but it appears increasingly likely that, unlike the growing polar 
bear population, the IPCC is standing on thin ice. 


Strategies to Defeat Common Core Education Gain Momentum 


Across the country, opposition to the “Common Core” national 
education standards that are being pushed by the Obama admin- 
istration has been surging in recent weeks. From Florida and 
Georgia to Louisiana and Wisconsin, politicians are no longer 
able to ignore the growing public outrage — especially because it 
transcends traditional political divides and has united a powerful 
coalition of libertarians, conservatives, Republicans, Democrats, 
Tea Party activists, progressives, liberals, parents, teachers, ex- 
perts, and more. Various strategies to defeat the scheme are being 
tested, and some are already proving successful. 

Indeed, some school districts have already rejected the scheme 
despite the state government having accepted it. The Douglas 
County, Colorado, district, for instance, unanimously approved 
a resolution this summer rejecting Common Core in favor of its 
own higher-quality standards. After reviewing Common Core, 
the county board of education said taxpayers, parents, teachers, 
and students deserve better — and that its own standards were 
already superior to the national scheme. 

Another potential route for reining in the scheme is being pro- 
moted by a group known as United Opt Out. “We encourage 
parents, students and teachers to opt out of education reform by 
refusing to take and administer any high stakes test that labels 
the child, teacher, or school,” co-founder Dr. Tim Slekar, also the 
dean of the School of Education at Edgewood College, told THE 
NEW AMERICAN. 


Presumably to deal with the parents and the public who want to 
stop the takeover of education, key establishment players behind 
Common Core have openly advocated abolishing local school 
districts. And with Common Core already so deeply entrenched 
in the education system all across the United States before parents 
even found out about it, some pessimistic critics of the plan had 
all but given up hope that it could be uprooted. Recent develop- 
ments, though, have offered hope that it is not too late to slam 
on the brakes. At all levels, despite huge sums being spent on 
PR gimmicks to promote Common Core by the establishment, 
resistance is accelerating. Ml 


Republicans Attack Fellow Republican | 
“This has been one of the strangest weeks I’ve ever had in television, and | 
I say that because as soon as we invited [Texas Republican Senator] Ted 
Cruz as our featured guest this week, I got unsolicited research and ques- 
tions, not from Democrats, but from top Republicans — to hammer Cruz.” 
When referring to his show for September 22, Fox News Sunday host 
Chris Wallace showed that he knows little about the history of liberal 
Republicans sabotaging members of their own party who happen to be 
conservatives. The repeatedly employed process has dealt severe blows to the political viability of nu- 
merous Republicans over the years, including the presidential candidacies of Robert Taft (1952), Barry 
Goldwater (1964), Patrick Buchanan (1992 & 1996), and Ron Paul (2008 & 2012). 
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Obama Approval Rating Sinks as ObamaCare Looms Ahead 

“T voted for the guy, and I’m just very disappointed in the way things are turning out. I don’t like the 
health care plan. I’m seeing that it’s costing some of the people I’m work- 
ing with to get two jobs now. Their hours are being cut back because 
companies don’t want to be responsible for health care.” 

Richard Ray, an Independent voter from Indiana, is far from alone in 
assessing the president’s program and declining popularity. 


Democrats Don’t Attack Democrats, but GOP 

Member Peter King Attacks Fellow Republicans 

“My sound bite is to say he’s a fraud. I start with that, and then I go on. 
It takes me two or three minutes to explain it.” 

Targeting Senator Ted Cruz (R-Texas), New York GOP Congressman 
Peter King didn’t hold back his invective when he criticized a fellow 
Republican’s call for fiscal sanity. 


AP Images 


Mixed Opinions About a Handshake That Never Occurred 

“Shaking hands with Obama would have won Hassan Rouhani huge points with the Iranian public, but 
it would have caused Iran’s hard-liners a conniption.” 

Tran’s new leader decided against becoming overly friendly with President Obama during their joint 
visits to the United Nations, according Karim Sadjadpour, a spokesman for the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace. 


Kenyan Mall Killers Had Weapons Stored Inside the Building 

“They had people in there; they had stuff inside there. This was all ready to go when the shooters walked in.” 
More than 60 civilians were slain by the Somali terror group known as Al-Shabaab. An unidentified 
American security official who investigated the slaughter claimed that members of the group had 
stored weaponry inside the mall and retrieved it when they received the go-ahead to start the killing. 


Muslim Brotherhood Dissolved; Its Leader Vows to Continue 
“We have existed for 85 years and will continue to do so. We are part and parcel of the Egyptian society, 
and a corrupt and illegitimate judicial decision cannot change that. [They are] throwing Egypt back into 
its darkest days of dictatorship and tyranny.” 

In a statement from London issued after an Egyptian court shut down the 
Muslim Brotherhood and confiscated its assets, Muslim Brotherhood lead- 
ers insisted that they will continue to function — even if from outside Egypt. 


President Has No Intention of Pulling 
the United States Out of the Middle East 
“We will be engaged in the region for the long haul. For the hard work of 
forging freedom and democracy is the work of a generation.” 
In his speech at the United Nations, President Barack Obama declared that 
policing the world with American force — and American casualties — will 
continue as long as he is in office. & 
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President Obama has claimed that America is well on its way to economic recovery, but 
if job figures, incomes, inflation, and debt are any indication, he’s wrong. 


by Charles Scaliger 


the economic and financial melt- 
down in the fall of 2008, and tens 
of millions of Americans are still out of 
work. Tens of millions more are under- 
employed or earning significantly less 


I t’s autumn of 2013, five years after 


10 


than they were a decade ago. The hous- 
ing market, whose epic collapse triggered 
the recession that followed, is still in the 
doldrums. Millions of households have 
had to default on their mortgages. Student 
loan debt is at an all-time high and climb- 
ing, as today’s rising generation, appre- 
hensive at slim job prospects, prolong or 


diversify their postsecondary education, 
hoping against hope that their dearly pur- 
chased credentials will give them a leg up 
if the economy ever does truly recover. 
And politicians, true to form, are trying 
to take credit for a recovery that looks a 
lot worse than most normal recessions. 
“We’ve cleared away the rubble from the 
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financial crisis and we’ve begun to lay 
a new foundation for economic growth 
and prosperity,” President Obama said 
in mid-September, in defense of a disas- 
trous economic policy that has featured 
trillions of dollars in bailouts and stimu- 
lus, tax hikes, skyrocketing deficits, and 
an onslaught of new government regu- 
lations ostensibly designed to “curb the 
excesses” of the free market. 


Feeling It in the Pocket 

Since the onset of the Great Recession in 
2007, Americans have endured more than 
five years of unremitting economic and 
financial turmoil. Recent developments in 
Syria have temporarily diverted public at- 
tention from money matters, but the hard 
reality, which few in Washington are will- 
ing to face, is that the American economy 
remains in desperate condition, weighed 
down by trillions of dollars of new debt, 
smothered by a vast regime of new fed- 
eral controls, including ObamaCare, and 
hamstrung by an array of burdensome new 
taxes that seem calculated to prevent sig- 
nificant new capital formation from ever 
taking place. 

The story of the post-recession United 
States economy is succinctly told in an 
August 21 report released by Sentier Re- 
search, which examined median house- 
hold incomes before, during, and after the 
official end of the so-called Great Reces- 
sion. Median income, it is worth noting, 
is a far better indicator of where things 
stand than average income, because the 
latter can be skewed — and, in this case, 
is skewed — by huge profits reaped by the 
wealthy few who have the connections, 
asset base, and knowledge to profit from 
massive market swings. Median income, 
by contrast, is simply the figure that cor- 
responds to what the largest number of in- 
dividuals or households are earning, and 
the figures tell a discomforting tale. Ac- 
cording to the folks at Sentier, real (i.e., 
adjusted for inflation) household income 
has declined by 4.4 percent since the end 
of the recession in June 2009. Add to this 
a roughly 1.8 percent decline in median 
household income during the recession, 
and the typical American household is 
earning more than 6 percent less than it 
did in December 2007, the official start 
of the recession. In dollar amounts, me- 
dian household income during the last 
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Lining the streets: The official figures may paint a rosy picture of declining unemployment, but 


the lines — in this instance, a line of hundreds of people many blocks long waiting to get into an 
August job and career fair in New York City — tell a very different story. If the current stagnation 
continues much longer, the job lines may become bread and soup lines. 


quarter of 2007 was $55,480, and today, 
after more than four years of alleged re- 
covery, it stands at about $52,100. And 
the picture gets bleaker if we go further 
back in time. Compared to January 2000, 
the median household in 2013 earns 7.2 
percent less. 

Noted Sentier Research’s 
Green: 


Gordon 


with householders 65 to 74 years old. 
For some groups of householders — 
Blacks, men living alone, young and 
upper-middle age brackets, part-time 
workers, the unemployed, females 
with children present, and those with 
only a high school degree or some 
college but no degree — the declines 
have tended to be larger than average. 


This latest report continues our ef- 
forts to help chronicle one important 
dimension of the economic hardships 
now being experienced by a large 
number of American households. 
Our findings complement data on the 
unemployment rate, GDP estimates, 
leading economic indicators, and 
other economic data series. In many 
ways, median household income pro- 
vides a measure of the net effect of 
economic activity on the middle class 
and how well they are able 
to buy food, housing, and 
other necessities every 
month, especially now 
during this unprecedented 
period of economic stag- 
nation. Based on our data, 
almost every group is 
worse off now than it was 
four years ago, with the 
exception of households 


Statistics for various subgroups are even 
more sobering. In particular, since 2000, 
household incomes have declined by 9.1 
percent for men living alone, by 9.6 per- 
cent for householders under 25 years old, 
by 10.9 percent for black households, by 
9.3 percent for householders with a high- 
school diploma but no college, and by a 
whopping 21 percent for households with 
an unemployed householder. 

Overall, since the turn of the millen- 
nium, the trend is unmistakable: Earn- 


Economic policy has featured trillions 
in bailouts and stimulus, tax hikes, 
skyrocketing deficits, and an onstaught of 


new government regulations.ostensibly 
designed to “curb the excesses” of the 
free market. 
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According to the folks at Sentier, real 

(i.e., adjusted for inflation) household 
income has declined by 4.4 percent since - 
-the end of the ea in June 2009. 


ings have drifted lower and lower, and 
the American standard of living with it. 
If the economy continues on this track, by 
early in the next decade, Americans will 
have a standard of living conditioned by 
incomes only about 80 percent what their 
parents enjoyed — and possibly much 
less if, as seems distinctly possible, the 
economy slips back into recession some- 
time before 2020. 

As Green noted, the median household 
income figures more or less mirror what 
other economic indicators are telling us, 
namely, that while the economic free-fall 
of four years ago has been tempered, there 
is no sign of anything approaching a ro- 
bust recovery on the horizon. If the Amer- 
ican economy were an ER patient, the 
defibrillators would have been laid aside 
— within arm’s reach — and the patient 
would be awake and breathing, but still on 
life support. 
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Taking It on the Chin 
Unemployment, for example, 
is lower than in the depths of 
the recession, but still close to 
eight percent — about double 
what it was in 2000 — even 
with the deceptive statisti- 
cal methods used nowadays 
by the federal government (a 
more honest reckoning would put the figure 
at well above 10 percent). And another fig- 
ure produced by the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics, which the happy talkers inside the 
Beltway and in the news media are care- 
ful to avoid — the employment to popu- 
lation ratio — tells a very different, and 
withal more accurate, tale of the state of 
the American job market. At the beginning 
of the millennium, immediately before the 
comparatively brief and shallow recession 
during the first Bush term, this ratio — the 
percentage of working-age Americans with 
a job — stood just shy of 65. It then de- 
clined to a low of about 62 by late 2003 be- 
fore working its way back up to just under 
63 on the eve of the Great Recession. It then 
plummeted to about 58.5 by the beginning 
of 2010, and has remained nearly stationary 
below 59 ever since. Translation: A massive 
number of jobs were destroyed by the col- 
lapse, and haven’t been re-created. 
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Gasoline prices were around $1.60 per 
gallon 10 years ago. After ballooning up 
to about four dollars a gallon in late 2008, 
they dropped back down to about $1.60 per 
gallon by early 2009 — when President 
Obama was inaugurated — and have been 
climbing steadily ever since, back to about 
$3.60 a gallon at the time of this writing. 

The stock markets have essentially flat- 
lined since the bursting of the dotcom bub- 
ble in 2000; there have been ups and downs, 
including, of course, the spectacular plunge 
associated with the financial panic in the 
fall of 2008, but in the long term, the Dow 
has yet to surpass — in adjusted terms — 
the highs of the late 1990s, while the Nas- 
daq remains far short of its all-time highs 
achieved during that same giddy period. 
We are, in other words, in a secular bear 
market (a long-term trend where there are 
short bull markets and extended bear mar- 
kets), regardless of the quarter-by-quarter 
pronouncements of short-term investment 
shysters. And recent market gains are mod- 
est, percentage-wise, compared to the sort 
of thing America became accustomed to 
during the secular bull market of the ’80s 
and ’90s; most market “growth” over the 
last five years is nothing more than a re- 
sponse to Federal Reserve money creation, 
and will evaporate the moment the Fed be- 
gins raising interest rates. 

Culturally, Americans have never been 
particularly debt-averse, but during the 
late bull market run, people borrowed 
money to buy houses (and second houses, 
and third houses), in the expectation that 
seemingly never-ending economic growth 
would enlarge their asset bases and in- 
comes, making debt service easy. And, 
until the contraction began in earnest, they 
were generally right. 

But now, five years into the new econ- 
omy, long-term student and credit card 
debts languish unpaid, as interest and 
charges pile up and creditors scramble to 


Gas up: Although fuel prices have arrested 
their upward spiral for several months, the 
long-term certainty of continued inflation 
guarantees that they will not long remain 
stationary. Only a few years ago, it was 
possible to fill the tank of a midsize sedan 
for under $20; thanks to the Fed’s relentless 
money printing, gas is now more than twice 
as expensive — despite new technology 

for more efficient petroleum extraction that 
would otherwise have driven prices down. 
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Graduation day: The prospects for graduating college students are uncertain, with today’s college 
graduates carrying unprecedented levels of debt and facing the worst job market in decades. 


track down and put the squeeze on mil- 
lions of delinquent debtors. The realization 
is slowly dawning that a huge percentage 
of America’s $1 trillion-plus-and-growing 
student debt is never going to be repaid, and 
efforts are under way to legalize — for the 
first time in a generation — the discharge of 
student debt in bankruptcy. Average Ameri- 
cans — young, middle-aged, and old alike 
— are up to their eyeballs in debt, with no 
prospect for relief anywhere on the horizon. 
In the meantime, homeowners (a misnomer 
if there ever was one!) are defaulting by the 
tens of thousands on mortgages that, not 
long ago, were just another monthly pay- 
ment for dual-salary, six-figure household 
incomes. 

And the picture is even worse for the 
public sector. Simply put, after taking on 
trillions in new debt, ostensibly to stimu- 
late the economy and to save corporations 
deemed too big to fail, the federal govern- 
ment has next to nothing to show for it. To 
be sure, the show of bravado by the Obama 
administration and Bernanke’s Fed helped 
to allay fears and mend frayed emotions, 
but in the long run, even the finest rhetoric 
has to cede to reality. 

And the reality is that America has run 
out of money. There’s a reason that debt- 
ceiling fights have become an annual 
game of brinksmanship in Washington, 
D.C.: Even the politicians have figured 
out how desperate are the straits into 
which the ship of state has been guided, 
and none of them want to be at the helm 
when it finally runs aground. 
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A Once-vibrant Middle Class 

Taken together, these factors add up to the 
death of the once-vibrant American mid- 
dle class, the end of the so-called Ameri- 
can dream as it has been understood since 
the beginning of the modern age. As Mi- 
chael Lombardi of Business2 Community 
put it, in “An Obituary for the American 
Middle Class”’: 


gle-family residential mortgages at 
all commercial banks in the second 
quarter of this year stood at 9.41% 
— that’s 558% higher than the de- 
linquency rate in the first quarter of 
2005.... The middle class is moving 
from mid-tier retail stores like Ma- 
cy’s, Inc. ... to low-end retailers like 
the Dollar General Corporation... 
When presenting his company’s 
second-quarter earnings, the chair- 
man and CEO of Dollar General, 
Richard Dreiling, said, “Dollar Gen- 
eral delivered another solid quarter. 
Our same-store sales growth for the 
second quarter of 2013 accelerated 
to 5.1%. We are very pleased with 
the increase in customer traffic in 
our stores. We continue to grow 
our market share and believe that 
our second quarter results position 
us well to deliver our financial out- 
look for the year.” ... Unlike Dollar 
General, the executives from Macy’s 
complained about slower sales in the 
U.S. economy. (Mind you, Macy’s 
isn’t the only middle-of-the-road 
retailer complaining about customer 


The middle class helped the U.S. 
economy (following World War II 
and up until the credit crisis of 2008) 
by buying goods and services they 
needed or wanted. They bought cars, 
TV sets, furniture, appliances, cloth- 
ing, computers, and flashy gadgets. 
In simple terms: they spent money. 

The spending by the middle class 
resulted in American companies sell- 
ing more, making more, and hiring 
more people to meet consumer de- 
mand. Businesses then took their 
profits and invested in new projects 
and built more factories. This is how 
cities like Detroit flourished... 

Today, the middle class is not buy- 
ing or spending like it once did — 
and this is not by choice. 

The collapse of the housing mar- 
ket in the U.S. economy has taken a 
devastating toll on the middle class in 
this country. 

While the media and politicians 
keep telling us the housing market 
has turned the corner and is healthy 
again, the delinquency rate on sin- 


demand.) 

This is all happening because the 
middle class in the U.S. economy is 
actually earning less, which is some- 
thing the politicians are not talking 
about. 


Of course, the decline of the middle class 
did not begin with the Great Recession. 
It has been under way for decades, un- 
remarked by many because — until re- 
cently — Americans have been able to 
simply make adjustments in their life- 
styles to counter the effects of inflation, 
deteriorating wages, higher taxes, and 
ever-more-comprehensive regimes of 
regulatory control of commerce by fed- 
eral, state, and local governments. For ex- 
ample, sometime in the 1970s and 1980s, 
the one-income household became obso- 
lete, as American couples discovered that 
a single income was no longer enough to 
pay for the proverbial house in the sub- 
urbs with the white picket fence, the fam- 
ily car, and the children’s college educa- 
tions. Difficult to imagine as it is today, 
this writer’s parents were able to afford 
to purchase, in 1966, a farm with about 
40 acres of field and woodland in Maine, 
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There goes the neighborhood: Thanks to the collapse of the housing bubble and the pandemic of foreclosures that followed, tens of thousands of 
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former residences now stand vacant, including entire city blocks, such as this Detroit street. Many of these houses are being torn down by lenders, 
looted for copper wiring and valuables, or used by the homeless or drug users. 


as well as a family car (a VW bus), while 
supporting two (and later, three) children 
and paying off a 10-year student loan that 
had paid for a BA at an elite private uni- 
versity — all on my father’s salary work- 
ing as a librarian at a small liberal arts 
college. Five years later, with the student 
loan nearly paid off, my parents moved 
to Pennsylvania, where they purchased 
another farm, which included two houses 
and more than a hundred acres of forest 
and field — still on a single librarian’s 
salary. 

Nowadays, of course, such a lifestyle 
would be impossible for any but the 
wealthy; for nearly all middle-class fami- 
lies, second incomes are necessary for 
owning just about any kind of home that 
isn’t mobile, let alone a place in the coun- 
try with acreage beyond a yard. And, in- 
creasingly, even the two-income arrange- 
ment is no longer sufficient, as millions 
of Americans find their pay and hours re- 
duced even as the cost of living continues 
to rise. 


Manufacturing Malaise 

Is continued decline inevitable? To answer 
the question, we need to understand clear- 
ly what is happening, and why. First of all, 
what isn’t happening: The economic col- 
lapse and continued stagnation are not the 
consequence of failures of the markets, or 
of capitalism, or of laissez-faire, or what- 
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ever we may choose to call the processes 
associated with free-market economic 
behavior upon which our economy was 
formerly based. They are not the result 
of too little government regulation of the 
markets, nor of the allegedly irresponsible 
trend toward deregulation embarked upon 
in the years leading up to the crash. 

The root cause of the so-called business 
cycle, the seemingly unavoidable alter- 
nation of boom and bust, bull and bear, 
bubble and recession, is government in- 
terference in the economy. There are three 
activities that government engages in that 
distort the workings of the free market: 
taxation, regulation of market activities, 
and manipulation of the money supply. Of 
these, taxation in some form is unavoid- 
able, taxes being the price we pay for 
government. Originally, though, America 
was virtually a tax-free society, and the 
federal government, confined to its proper 
constitutional functions, was financed in 
peacetime via tariffs and excises on im- 
ports. Even that practice was soon politi- 
cized in the early American Republic, such 
that tariffs, instead of being uniform, were 
used to target certain imports and protect 
certain domestic industries at the expense 
of others. But the damage done by such 
preferential tariffs, though significant, 
paled beside what the government was 
able to achieve with modern “progressive” 
taxes like the graduated income tax and 


the FICA tax levied to sustain Social Se- 
curity and Medicare. Modern-day federal 
taxes, in combination with heavy state and 
local taxes, devour around 50 percent of 
what used to be disposable (and savable) 
income, diminishing for most of us the re- 
wards of working hard, and making saving 
significant amounts of money all but im- 
possible for tens of millions of Americans 
— especially those who choose to have 
large families. 

But taxation is not the most important 
contributor to the recent economic col- 
lapse, although President Obama’s recent 
tax hikes on the wealthy and return to 
higher FICA exactions on the rest of us 
have certainly had a damping effect. Far 
more deleterious is the ever-growing web 
of federal controls on virtually every as- 
pect of commercial activity. Post-2008, 
entirely new federal regulatory regimes 
have been contrived to allow the federal 
government to micromanage the entire fi- 
nancial sector, including the insurance in- 
dustry. And as everyone knows, the federal 
government has now effectively taken over 
the vast healthcare sector, in what will yet 
be seen as a fateful turn into full-blown 
socialized medicine, American-style. Mil- 
lions of Americans will see their health 
insurance premiums double or triple in 
coming months, and millions more will be 
compelled to purchase health insurance — 
or find themselves on the receiving end of 
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the Internal Revenue Service’s inquisitors. 
It is no exaggeration to say that America 
no longer has anything resembling a free- 
market economy, with the entire financial 
and healthcare sectors — which together 
account for more than 26 percent of the 
American GDP, with the financial sector 
accounting for more than 30 percent of 
all corporate profits — micromanaged by 
thousands of federal regulators. 

This state of affairs alone makes it ex- 
tremely unlikely that the American econ- 
omy as a whole can rebound, with vast 
swaths of the economy kept shackled by 
armies of bureaucrats. However, the core 
cause of the 2008 bust and the stubborn 
stagnation that has followed in its wake is 
currency manipulation, undertaken by the 
Federal Reserve in cahoots with the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, foreign central banks, 
certain privileged securities dealers, and the 
commercial banking system as a whole. As 
more and more Americans are coming to 
understand, what the Fed does, in essence, 
is print money, although in recent years, its 
money-manufacturing activities have come 
to be known by the deliberately obscuran- 
tist term “quantitative easing.” Of course, 
the Fed does not literally print bales of new 
money and throw it from helicopters; in- 
stead, it uses a variety of subtle techniques 
to “pump” new money into circulation. We 
need not examine all of them; the most 


important, “open market op- 
erations,” is typical of how 
the entire system works and 
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the Federal Reserve Bank of 
New York, who was, in the first decade 
and a half of the Fed’s existence, its de 
facto leader. He realized that, with the Fed 
empowered with virtually limitless author- 
ity to expand the money supply, it would 
have to do so in such a manner that its op- 
erations could not be easily understood by 
outsiders, and that it could also contract 
the money supply if it needed to do so. 
The best mechanism by which new 
money can be injected into the money 
supply has always been via debt; in other 
words, central banks have always sought 
to create debt out of thin air, and then 
issue money to back it. Open-market op- 
erations, which take place weekly, are 
public auctions in which the Fed buys or 
sells government debt (treasury bonds of 
various terms and denominations) from 
authorized dealers, and pays for them by 
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computer entry. Buying debt pumps more 
money into the overall supply, while sell- 
ing it has the reverse effect. Of course, the 
Fed is always under political pressure to 
open wider the money spigots rather than 
close them, because the money issued in 
exchange for its purchases goes directly 
into the coffers of a handful of huge fi- 
nancial firms — “primary dealers” — who 
enjoy the special privilege of buying and 
selling directly from the Fed. 

There are usually between 18 and 22 
primary dealers authorized to participate 
in the Fed’s open-market operations. They 
include the likes of Goldman Sachs, Mer- 
rill Lynch, J. P. Morgan, Cantor Fitzgerald, 
and Citigroup. Revealingly, a number of 
huge foreign banking concerns, such as 
Credit Suisse, Deutsche Bank, and No- 
mura Securities, are also on the list. These 
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Tale of two retailers: Shopping, post-recession style, has propelled budget stores ike Dollar General to strong earnings, while former market 
heavyweights, such as upscale retailer Macy’s, have seen earnings plummet. Shopping at thrift stores, which was once the province only of the 
indigent or the incurably thrifty, has become America’s latest consumer fad, suggesting that a return to consumer salad days is far off. 
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Raking in the profits: As average Americans have seen their salaries and property values decline 
steeply, big banks and investment firms, such as Merrill Lynch, have benefited because the 
Federal Reserve bailed them out and created trillions in new money, which has gone into the 
coffers of these same bankers and investors, driving up stock and other asset prices. 


multinational investment banks are the 
first beneficiaries of new money issued by 
the Fed; with every new injection of new 
money, they purchase stocks, bonds, com- 
modities, and the like. This is the reason 
that the stock markets love quantitative 
easing, because investors know that most 
of the new money will be pumped into 
stocks and other assets owned mainly by 
the super-wealthy. The easy money drives 
up stock and other asset prices, and the 
rich are richer than ever before. 

Meanwhile, for the vast majority of 
America’s middle and lower classes, 
expansion of the money supply merely 
degrades the value of earnings; their 
paychecks buy less and less gas, food, 
clothing, car repairs, and so forth, and 
their standard of life diminishes. 


Picking on the Poor and Middle Class 
The wealthy all understand precisely how 
the system is rigged to work in their favor. 
In a remarkably candid conversation on 
CNBC’s Squawk Box, billionaire hedge 
fund manager Stanley Druckenmiller, 
founder of Duquesne Capital, admitted 
that he and his ultra-rich colleagues are 
the only ones benefiting from five years 
of “quantitative easing”: 


This [i.e., the Fed’s easy money poli- 
cy] is fantastic for every rich person. 
This is the biggest redistribution of 
wealth from the middle class and the 


poor to the rich ever. Who owns as- 
sets? The rich, the billionaires. You 
think Warren Buffett hates this stuff? 
You think I hate this stuff? I had a 
very good day yesterday. 


He and fellow financier Jimmy Dunne went 
on to acknowledge that, while the Fed’s 
policies were great for people like them, 
they weren’t so great for their caddies, their 
children, and their grandchildren. 

This fact — that central banks and 
governments must use mechanisms like 
open-market operations, which of neces- 
sity enlist the aid of the privileged few, 
to pump money into the economy — is 
responsible for the accelerating gap be- 
tween the very wealthy and the rest of us. 
Indeed, in the past few years, it’s been a 
very good time to be rich. In America, 
only a few thousand people control the 
lion’s share of all the assets, and the gap 
between them and the rest of us is grow- 
ing wider and wider. 

What the Great Recession, and the 
monetary policies that have followed, has 
created is not one 
economy but two. 
For the top one per- 
cent or less, the times 
are good and getting 
better, with the Fed 
showing no inclina- 
tion to ease up on 
the money spigots 
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any time soon. In mid-September, it was 
rumored that the Fed might actually raise 
interest rates (another mechanism for con- 
trolling — in this case, contracting — the 
money supply) for the first time in years, 
and the stock markets swooned. In the 
end, though, the money spigots remained 
wide open, and stocks responded with yet 
another exuberant uptick. 

For the rest of us, times are tough and 
getting tougher. Besides watching our sav- 
ings dwindle, our home equity collapse, 
and our salaries decline or disappear, we 
are now facing the consequences of mas- 
sive hikes in healthcare and insurance 
costs, courtesy of ObamaCare. 

What is happening is the extinction of 
the middle class and a return to the order 
that has characterized most of human 
history: a small governing elite band of 
wealthy, well-connected aristocrats and 
a vast populace of serfs, whose function 
it is to serve the elites. There is but one 
remedy: The power of the government 
over the economy must be rolled back to 
a level consistent with the free markets 
Americans once enjoyed. Many of us have 
been conditioned to distrust free markets, 
because the elites have been telling us that 
free markets cannot be trusted and are re- 
sponsible for the mess we’re in. But in re- 
ality, the elites are more united against the 
common weal than ever before, fiercely 
protective of the political privileges that 
have multiplied their wealth and consoli- 
dated their influence. They are especially 
protective of the Federal Reserve System, 
because it is so beneficial to the Stanley 
Druckenmillers of the world. 

The only safeguard against such abuses 
is greater market freedom, which would 
necessarily include the abolition of the Fed- 
eral Reserve System as well as the disman- 
tling of the oppressive regulatory regimes 
controlling most commercial activity. Until 
these things happen, do not expect Amer- 
ica’s economy to reverse course on the 
newly accelerated road to serfdom. Ml 
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With the United States working to help overthrow Syria’s 
Assad regime, it bears remembering whom we are 
helping to take over there: al-Qaeda. 


by Alex Newman 


ith the war in Syria raging on, 

estimates suggested that well 

over 100,000 people had died 
in the conflict by September, with the 
body count rising daily. Of the dead, tens 
of thousands were civilians — women, 
children, fathers, mothers, sons, daugh- 
ters. To escape the terror, more than 1.5 
million Syrians have already fled abroad 
to countries such as Iraq, Jordan, Turkey, 
Lebanon, and beyond. Foreign jihadists, 
meanwhile, are flooding into the country 
from around the world as part of a “holy 
war” against the existing regime. After 
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two years of war, the carnage shows no 
signs of slowing down — especially with 
foreign powers, including the Obama ad- 
ministration, pouring ever-greater quanti- 
ties of fuel on the blazing inferno. 

A decade ago, Syrian despot Bashar al- 
Assad was a little-known U.S. government 
terror-war ally who tortured terrorism 
“suspects” for the George W. Bush admin- 
istration. As late as 2011, top American of- 
ficials such as then-Secretary of State Hil- 
lary Clinton were praising the autocrat as 
a “reformer.” Even before the bloody civil 
war in Syria began, though, the U.S. gov- 
ernment had for years been funding forc- 
es opposed to the ruthless Assad regime. 


According to official State Department 
documents released by WikiLeaks, from 
at least 2005, American taxpayers were 
unwittingly supplying millions of dollars 
to anti-Assad causes run by what the ca- 
bles described as “moderate Islamists” and 
Muslim Brotherhood operatives. Among 
the schemes being financed was a televi- 
sion station dedicated to regime change. 

Under the Obama administration, sup- 
port for overthrowing Assad has gone from 
quietly handing out taxpayer funds to open- 
ly arming, funding, and training rebel forc- 
es marauding throughout Syria. Today, U.S. 
military assets also surround the nation on 
all sides — from American troops in Jor- 
dan and Turkey to Navy ships off the coast 
and Patriot missiles along Syria’s borders. 
Even after a deafening rebuke by Congress 
and the American people forced a change in 
plans, at least temporarily, Obama was still 
threatening to unconstitutionally launch a 
full-scale attack on Assad’s forces without 
a congressional declaration of war. Various 
pretexts were cited to justify another war: 
upholding the “international order,’ deter- 
ring the use of chemical weapons, protect- 
ing civilians, and more. Nothing Americans 
have not heard before. 

As THE NEW AMERICAN online and nu- 
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merous other sources have documented 
for more than two years, though, the en- 
tire public narrative surrounding Syria is 
based on more than a few falsehoods. For 
one, Assad’s crackdown on a supposedly 
“peaceful uprising” of “democracy activ- 
ists” really began with armed assaults by 
militants on the Syrian regime — police, 
courts, and personnel — almost certainly 
backed by foreign powers. While there is 
no question that Assad’s dynastic autoc- 
racy is tyrannical and ruthless, it is also 
true that more than a few alleged atroci- 
ties blamed on the secular tyrant were later 
found to have been perpetrated by rebel 
groups. Finally, the notion that opposition 
fighters are mostly “moderate” democrats 
striving for “human rights” and “democ- 
racy” is easily shown to be blatantly false. 

Today, despite increasing amounts of 
exposure even in the establishment press, 
the bogus storylines on Syria continue to 
be perpetuated by the Obama administra- 
tion and its allies seeking regime change, 
allies such as the Western establishment 
and its various components, the Muslim 
Brotherhood, al-Qaeda and other Islamic 
terrorist organizations, and a motley coali- 
tion of Sunni Arab dictators. The alleged 
solution, however, could be worse than the 
problem. According to countless analysts, 
the rebel forces being supported by the 
“regime-change” coalition may be even 
more monstrous than Assad — especially 
for Syria’s minority communities, such as 
Christians and Shia Muslims, who were 
permitted to live in relative peace under 
the existing regime. 


A brief overview of some of the atrocities 
perpetrated by Assad’s opponents during 
the civil war offers strong indications as 
to what the future might hold if the frac- 
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tured opposition manages 
to take down the regime. 
Among numerous other doc- 
umented war crimes, rebel 
forces have been exposed 
engaging in cannibalism on 
video, murdering children, 
using chemical weapons, 
firing on civilian protest- 
ers, beheading Christians, 
torturing prisoners, brutally 
enforcing sharia law, pre- 
paring ethnic cleansing pro- 
grams, attacking churches, massacring 
villagers, perpetrating acts of terror, and 
much more. 

In early September, as the savagery con- 
tinued to escalate, even the establishment 
New York Times decided to put an example 
of rebel barbarity on the map. The news- 
paper obtained a video — a still photo of 
which appeared across the front page of 
the newspaper — showing Syrian rebels 
executing bound and brutalized prisoners. 
The rebel commander, apparently known as 
“the Uncle,” vowed revenge before seven 
captured Syrian soldiers were shot through 
the head and placed in a mass grave. 

The film was so shocking that even es- 
tablishment analysts said it was shifting 
the supposed “debate” about potential di- 
rect U.S. military intervention on behalf of 
the rebels. “Because the White House and, 


more broadly, those arguing for direct U.S. 
military intervention are portraying this as 
a battle between ‘good guys’ and the “bad 
guys, to put it in crude terms, this video 
demonstrates that there are bad guys on 
both sides,” said senior fellow for Middle 
Eastern studies Ed Husain at the global 
government-promoting Council on For- 
eign Relations, who last year celebrated 
the decisive role al-Qaeda was playing in 
leading the establishment-backed Syrian 
“rebels” to victory. 

Secretary of State John Kerry, however, 
downplayed the video saying, implausibly, 
that the war criminals shown in the video 
“are not part of the opposition that is being 
supported by our friends and ourselves.” 

The cold-blooded execution of Assad’s 
men without any semblance of due proc- 
ess, while horrifying to observers across 
the political spectrum, was hardly the most 
barbaric crime perpetrated by rebel forces. 
At least they were combatants. Shortly 
after the Times video was released, the 
Associated Press reported that a coalition 
of al-Qaeda-linked rebels had captured, or 
“liberated” depending on one’s perspec- 
tive, the ancient Christian community of 
Maaloula — one of the few remaining 
places on Earth where Aramaic, the lan- 
guage of Christ, is still spoken. While resi- 
dents there had previously been protected 
from Islamist zealots by the secular Assad 
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U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry meets with Syrian Opposition Coalition Chairman Ahmad al- 
Jarba at the UN in New York as part of the Obama administration’s support for rebel forces. 
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regime, the self-styled al-Qaeda fighters, 
working with Western-backed “moder- 
ates,” reportedly managed to seize con- 
trol of the town from Syrian forces after a 
heavy battle. They eventually began shell- 
ing the town from mountains overlooking 
it, AP reported. 

Christian villagers quoted in news re- 
ports said the rebels had, among other 
atrocities, ordered them to convert to 
Islam or be murdered while shouting 
the now-infamous “Allahu Akbar” war 
cry. Christian homes and churches were 
reportedly attacked, ransacked, looted, 
and burned as the rampaging rebels “lib- 
erated” the town. “They shot and killed 
people,” a local Christian was quoted as 
saying in British news reports. “I heard 
gunshots and then I saw three bodies lying 
in the middle of a street in the old quarters 
of the village. Where is President Obama 
to see what has befallen us?” 

Another Christian villager cited in media 
reports about the rebel takeover said one 
Christian church had been burned down. 
Two other churches, meanwhile, were 
stormed by rebel gunmen and looted. “I 
saw the militants grabbing five villagers 
and threatening them and saying, ‘Either 
you convert to Islam, or you will be behead- 
ed,” reported yet another villager quoted in 
international news accounts. According to 
reports, villagers said many of the “rebel” 
fighters were speaking foreign Arabic dia- 
lects, probably imported jihadist mercenar- 
ies from Tunisia, Libya, Morocco, Chech- 
nya, and other Muslim-dominated regions. 

The reported attack on Maaloula, 
though, is hardly the first time rebel forces 
have massacred Christians and other mi- 
norities. In fact, human rights groups, aid 
organizations, Christian leaders, United 
Nations personnel, and more have been 
highlighting the trends for years — long 
before most of the international press took 
an interest. In late May, for example, mul- 
tiple reports documented the rebel exter- 
mination of the entire civilian population 
of the Christian village al-Duvair, includ- 
ing women and children. 

Not long after that, in mid-June, inter- 
national media outlets reported that be- 
tween 30 and 60 Shia civilians, including 
women and children, were killed by rebel 
forces in the town of Hatla. The massacre 
took place shortly after a spokesman for 
the Sunni-dominated Free Syrian Army 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


hi 


—_— 


announced that Shias would be “wiped off 
the map.” In July, a Catholic priest in Syria 
was beheaded by opposition fighters. Reli- 
able reports of ongoing rebel-led “ethnic 
cleansing” schemes aimed at Christians 
have been surfacing since at least early 
2012. New atrocities against Syrian mi- 
norities, meanwhile, are now reported vir- 
tually every day. 


Reports of Assad’s forces firing on civilian 
protesters have been one of the key rally- 
ing cries of Western interventionists from 
the beginning. There is no question that the 
regime has brutally slaughtered numerous 
innocent people — that is what despots 
do. However, when rebels were caught on 
video brazenly firing on unarmed civilians 
protesting against the opposition, the in- 
ternational media barely found it worthy 
to mention. A British journalist with Sky 
News filmed the attack and documented 
the concerns of pro-regime protesters, who 
wanted the foreign jihadists out of their 
country, but worldwide, the news had very 
little impact. Of course, the incident was 
hardly unique. 

Footage, released less than two weeks 
after the Obama administration announced 
that it would openly arm opposition forc- 
es, Showed a rebel commander in Syria 
eating the body organs of a soldier loyal 
to the Bashar al-Assad regime. The hor- 
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Christian Syrian women attend prayers at a Catholic church in Damascus as Assad’s forces fight 
to retake the ancient Christian village of Maaloula, which was overrun by murderous jihadists. 
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rific 30-second clip shows “Independent 
Omar al-Farouk Brigade” chief Khalid 
al-Hamad, who apparently fights under 
the pseudonym Abu Sakkar and has been 
implicated in other war crimes, standing 
over the dead body of a pro-regime fighter 
as other rebels celebrate. 

After cutting out an organ and vowing 
to slaughter Alawite Shia Muslims and eat 
their hearts, the cannibal commander then 
appears to take a bite out of the organ. He 
later boasted of the crime in interviews 
with Western media outlets. 

Another pitch advocating deeper U.S. 
government involvement in the conflict 
is the Syrian government’s alleged use of 
chemical weapons. Following a series of 
chemical attacks across Syria, the Obama 
administration and other Western officials 
promptly blamed the regime. A UN in- 
vestigation, however, pointed to evidence 
that the rebels had in fact deployed the 
poison gas. “Our investigators have been 
in neighboring countries interviewing vic- 
tims, doctors and field hospitals and, ac- 
cording to their report ... this was use [of 
sarin gas] on the part of the opposition, the 
rebels, not by the government authorities,” 
said Carla Del Ponte, former Swiss attor- 
ney general and a member of the UN inde- 
pendent commission of inquiry on Syria. 

While the truth about the latest major 
deployment of deadly chemicals on Au- 
gust 21 remains murky — Obama and 
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some Western powers blame Assad while 
Russian and Syrian officials claim it was 
a “false flag” operation by rebels — oppo- 
sition forces have been caught red-handed 
with weapons of mass destruction. Officials 
in Turkey reportedly seized a two-kilogram 
canister of sarin gas from rebels, for ex- 
ample, and authorities suggested that there 
may have been more. In mid-September, 
Turkish officials indicted a number of reb- 
els for attempting to procure more chemical 
weapons. American officials know it, too, 
according to classified U.S. documents ob- 
tained by WorldNetDaily. 

As well, the Obama administration and 
Republican warhawks, such as John Mc- 
Cain and Lindsey Graham, have promoted 
the idea that they are enabling the “moder- 
ate” opposition. 

Speaking before Congress in early Sep- 
tember, Kerry continued to parrot the al- 
most certainly bogus claim: “There is a real 
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moderate opposition that ex- 
ists,’ he insisted. Of the sup- 
posed 70,000 to 100,000 “‘op- 
positionists,” the secretary of 
state claimed only 15 percent 
to 20 percent were extremists 
or “bad guys.” It was not im- 
mediately clear which of the 
myriad rebel factions Kerry 
believed to be “good guys.” 

Apparently, according to 
officials and analysts, the 
way the administration’s 
estimates on the number of “extremists” 
are kept so low is through the use of se- 
mantics. Only fighters under al-Qaeda 
command are not considered “moder- 
ate.” That is despite it being well known 
that many of the most powerful rebel 
groups that are not technically al-Qaeda 
are virtually indistinguishable from it — 
Ahrar ash-Sham, for example, is certainly 
among the most powerful groups, with 
tens of thousands of Salafist fighters re- 
portedly under its command. 

Identifying and classifying the various 
forces fighting the Assad regime on the 
ground in Syria is extraordinarily com- 
plex. Estimates suggest the opposition 
could be fragmented into as many as 1,000 
bands, and some hardcore Islamist rebel 
groups have even been in armed conflict 
with other jihadist groups that have differ- 
ent goals. Without question, though, most 
serious analysts say that the majority of 
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Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) suggested during Senate hearings that the U.S. government would be 
arming al-Qaeda by sending weapons to rebels, a sentiment broadly shared by analysts. 
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rebel forces can properly be classified as 
hardline Islamists seeking Islamic rule. In 
April, even the reliably pro-establishment 
New York Times admitted as much: “No- 
where in rebel-controlled Syria is there a 
secular fighting force to speak of.” 

The Pentagon, meanwhile, estimates 
that “extreme Islamist groups” now con- 
stitute “more than 50 percent” of rebel 
forces, an anonymous official quoted in 
a recent NBC News report noted, adding 
that “it’s growing by the day.” 

The apparent contradiction in fighting a 
“War on Terror” yet aiding the rebels has 
not been lost on all politicians. On both 
sides of the aisle, some lawmakers have 
expressed deep concerns about Obama’s 
plan to back rebel groups. Sen. Rand Paul 
(R-Ky.), for example, suggested that the 
U.S. government would be arming al- 
Qaeda by sending weapons to the rebels. 
Former Rep. Dennis Kucinich, a liberal 
Democrat, said more recently that bomb- 
ing Syria would be tantamount to having 
the U.S. serve as “al Qaeda’s Air Force.” 
Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) later echoed those 
remarks. In June, meanwhile, Cruz asked a 
prescient question through his Twitter ac- 
count: “Anyone know if President Obama 
intends to perform background checks on 
the Syrian rebels before providing them 
weapons?” The short answer appears to be 
no, or that it does not matter, despite the 
potential results — especially as numer- 
ous rebel leaders continue threatening to 
attack the West after finishing with Assad. 


The evidence is overwhelming that al- 
Qaeda is a major player among the rebels 
— and has been for a long time. THE NEw 
AMERICAN reported in February of 2012 
that top al-Qaeda leaders, including cur- 
rent al-Qaeda boss Ayman al-Zawahiri, 
were making videos urging Muslims from 
around the world to wage jihad against 
Assad in Syria. 

“Wounded Syria still bleeds day after 
day, while the butcher, son of the butcher 
Bashar bin Hafez [Hafez al-Assad], is not 
deterred to stop,” said terror chief Zawahiri, 
who according to the late Russian defector 
Alexander Litvinenko was trained by Rus- 
sian security services in Dagestan before 
becoming Osama bin Laden’s deputy. “But 
the resistance of our people in Syria despite 
all the pain, sacrifice and bloodshed esca- 
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Al-Qaeda rebels with the terrorist organization Jabhat al-Nusra fly the jihadist flag after capturing 


an air base in northern Syria. 


lates and grows.” During his eight-minute 
video posted online entitled “Onward, 
Lions of Syria,” Zawahiri said a Muslim 
man has a duty to help “his brothers in 
Syria with all that he can — with his life, 
money, opinion, as well as information.” 

The recent merger of the two al-Qaeda- 
affiliated terrorist groups, known as the 
“Tslamic State in Iraq” and the Syrian rebel 
group “Jabhat al-Nusra,” was supposed to 
be called the “Islamic State in Iraq and the 
Levant.” The official announcement was 
made by Iraqi al-Qaeda chief Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi in an audio message that was 
spread on Islamist websites. Despite being 
formally classified as a terrorist organiza- 
tion, the Nusra front is widely considered 
among the most effective and powerful 
fighting forces in Syria. 

According to the Associated Press, 
which reported the merger news on April 
9, the new jihadist alliance could “become 
a dominant player” in whatever new re- 
gime eventually replaces the secular dic- 
tatorship of Bashar al-Assad — assuming, 
of course, that the regime does actually 
collapse in the face of the overwhelming 
international onslaught. Its self-declared 
goal is the establishment of an Islamic 
state within a broader caliphate. 

Even the Iraqi prime minister installed 
after the U.S. “regime change” operation 
there, Nouri al-Maliki, spoke out after the 
revelations, warning of the potential for 
disaster. ““We have been mystified by what 
appears to be the widespread belief in the 
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United States that any outcome in Syria that 
removes President Bashar al-Assad from 
power will be better than the status quo,” 
Maliki wrote in an April 9 opinion piece 
for the Washington Post, calling for an end 
to all arms transfers heading into Syria. 
“A Syria controlled in whole or part by al- 
Qaeda and its affiliates — an outcome that 
grows more likely by the day — would be 
more dangerous to both our countries than 
anything we’ve seen up to now. Americans 
should remember that an unintended conse- 
quence of arming insurgents in Afghanistan 
to fight the Soviets was turning the country 
over to the Taliban and al-Qaeda.” 


The group at the center of U.S. aid — sup- 
posedly for “moderates” only — known 
as the Free Syrian Army (FSA), is an 
Islamist-dominated outfit overseen by a 
Syrian military defector. And it’s really 
not a fighting force per se. It primarily 
helps distribute to rebel forces weaponry 
and other goods provided by the Obama 
administration, Western governments, 
and a coalition of Islamist dictators hop- 
ing to unseat their secular counterpart in 
Damascus. The outfit’s main selling point 
appears to be that, as opposed to the more 
effective fighting forces in Syria, the Free 
Syrian Army is not technically al-Qaeda. 
But what is the Free Syrian Army, re- 
ally? No two analysts have the same an- 
swer. To some, it is a terrorist organization 
that sent a spokesperson to tell the world 


that it was preparing an ethnic cleans- 
ing program targeting Shia Muslims and 
Alawites in Syria. Other analysts suspect 
that it is a creation of foreign intelligence 
services. To American warhawks, such as 
John McCain and the Obama administra- 
tion, it is a heroic organization that should 
be propped up even more heavily than it 
is. Ironically, after McCain was photo- 
graphed with some “moderate” FSA reb- 
els, it was learned that they were kidnap- 
pers. Some experts have also pointed out 
that there are, or at least were, numerous 
“Free Syrian Armies” with various self- 
styled leaders, and that the FSA label was 
more of a brand than a real army. 

Virtually everyone agrees, however, 
that the FSA is dominated by Islamists, 
including the Muslim Brotherhood and 
various other hardline Salafist groups 
known for violently seeking sharia law 
and strict enforcement of their interpre- 
tation of Islamic doctrine. In December 
2012, Reuters, among numerous other 
establishment sources, reported that at a 
meeting in Turkey attended by hundreds of 
rebel leaders, Western officials, and repre- 
sentatives of Gulf Arab autocracies, a new 
30-member “Supreme Military Council” 
packed with Muslim radicals was selected. 

“The unified command includes many 
with ties to the Muslim Brotherhood and 
to Salafists, who follow a puritanical in- 
terpretation of Islam,” the news service 
reported. In another interesting element 
to the saga, as documented extensively by 
THE NEW AMERICAN’S Christian Gomez, 
despite its Islamist character, the Muslim 
Brotherhood also has a long history of 
sympathy for, and close cooperation with, 
international communist forces. 

After the meeting in Turkey, the Is- 
lamist-run “army” was quickly and wide- 
ly touted in the establishment press and 
among Western officials as the “moderate” 
alternative simply because known al-Qae- 
da fronts were not invited to participate. 
Shortly after the selection of leaders, the 
Syrian branch of the Muslim Brotherhood 
demanded that the “international commu- 
nity” immediately “fulfill its obligations” 
and provide more weapons to the FSA. 
Western leaders agreed. 

An NBC article essentially admits that, 
as one analyst put it, the Free Syrian Army 
is really a “myth,” while its supposed 
commander, Brig. Gen. Salim Idris, is a 
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“general of nothing.” “Idris acts more as 
a chairman of the board than a battlefield 
commander, offering advice and money 
to other groups that he feels are benefit- 
ing the cause,’ NBC reports. “But he and 
his [largely Islamist] senior aides don’t do 
much vetting of groups or individuals want- 
ing to join the fight, being focused more on 
winning than on developing a litmus test for 
membership. Those decisions are typically 
made by local commanders, say numerous 
rebel fighters interviewed by NBC News.” 

And the FSA lives down to al-Qaeda’s 
reputation. A spokesman for the Sunni- 
dominated Free Syrian Army went on 
Turkish television in May and openly 
threatened that rebel forces would exter- 
minate Shia Muslims. According to a re- 
port in Bloomberg about the statements, 
FSA “Colonel” Abdel-Hamid Zakaria 
said the minority communities would 
be “wiped off the map.” He added: “It’s 
going to be an open, sectarian, bloody 
war to the end.” 

In 2012, the Australian Associated Press 
reported on FSA war crimes near the bor- 
der with Iraq, documented by Iraqi offi- 


cials. According to Iraq’s deputy interior 
minister, Adnan al-Assadi, Iraqi border 
guards witnessed numerous atrocities 
when Free Syrian Army forces seized 
control of border checkpoints. Among the 
worst: A Syrian lieutenant colonel was 
detained by FSA fighters, who proceeded 
to cut off their prisoner’s arms and legs. 
“Then they executed 22 Syrian soldiers 
in front of the eyes of Iraqi soldiers,” al- 
Assadi was quoted as saying. 

Recent news reports offer even more 
insight into the dangers of supporting 
the “FSA,” whatever it is. According to 
multiple accounts, a supposedly “mod- 
erate” rebel Free Syrian Army (FSA) 
faction known as the “Al-Aqsa Islamic 
Brigades” was recently caught posting 
highly alarming images on social media 
services. One of the images, for example, 
depicted heavily armed, masked Islamists 
marauding through a burning Washing- 
ton, D.C., as the U.S. Capitol burned in 
the background. 

And when FSA fighters aren’t commit- 
ting war crimes, they are supplying weap- 
ons to those who do, evidence suggests. 


Brutal dictator Bashar al-Assad, who protected minorities, was helping the U.S. government 
torture terror-war suspects before becoming a target for regime change. 
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Al-Qaeda leaders have boasted publicly 
in media interviews that they are getting 
heavy military weaponry from the FSA. 
“Anyhow, we are buying weapons from 
the FSA,” al-Qaeda “Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant” leader Abu Atheer told Al 
Jazeera, styling himself the “governor” of 
a Syrian province. “We bought 200 anti- 
aircraft missiles and Koncourse anti-tank 
weapons. We have good relations with our 
brothers in the FSA. For us, the infidels 
are those who cooperate with the West to 
fight Islam.” 


As the companion article on Syria in this 
issue shows (see page 23), there are much 
larger forces at work behind the chaos than 
simply a secular dictator fighting jihadists. 
The implications of the conflict are truly 
regional — indeed, global — in scope. 
Countless analysts, for example, have 
suggested that Damascus is merely a step- 
pingstone on the road to Tehran. But what 
about the future of Syria itself? 

Among the most serious concerns is 
what will happen if and when rebel forces 
manage to seize control from Assad. The 
jihadists, at least in large part, see the de- 
feat of the Syrian regime as one compo- 
nent of a broader plan — the establishment 
of an Islamic state that would serve as a 
part of a broader Muslim caliphate. With- 
out question, many of the rebels’ foreign 
supporters — Sunni dictators and tycoons 
on the Arabian peninsula, for example, or 
Islamist President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
of Turkey — have their own agenda that 
in many instances aligns with those of as- 
sorted rebel factions. 

One place to look for clues about Syria’s 
future, according to analysts, is Libya. The 
parallels between the two wars are numer- 
ous. In both cases, a secular dictator and 
former U.S. terror-war ally engaged in bat- 
tle with Western-backed jihadist and al-Qa- 
eda-linked rebels. After the fall of Gadhafi, 
several developments occurred: A U.S. 
ambassador and other Americans are dead; 
sensitive American military equipment was 
recently stolen; multiple tribal conflicts are 
raging; arms from the war are boosting Is- 
lamists across the region; oil production 
has all but come to a halt; and chaos still 
reigns alongside sharia law under the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood-dominated central gov- 
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ernment. (More on that conflict, which 
analysts said essentially amounted to the 
Obama administration switching sides 
in the terror war, can be found in TNA’s 
November 21, 2011 cover story, “Libya: 
Now What?’’) 

In Egypt and Libya, minorities are 
still suffering from Islamist violence 
after the U.S.-backed overthrow of 
secular despots. In Syria, where an es- 
timated 10 percent of the population 
is Christian, the trends are similar, but 
the outcome could end up being even 
worse. If the opposition succeeds, for 
minority groups caught in the crossfire 
— Christians, Alawis, Shia Muslims 
more broadly, and others — the future 
will almost certainly be disastrous. In- 
deed, as THE NEw AMERICAN has also 
documented extensively, one of the most 
troubling fruits of U.S. foreign policy in 
the region has been the ongoing slaugh- 
ter of ancient Christian communities. 

Meanwhile, as THE NEw AMERICAN 
and countless other sources have also 
reported extensively, numerous Syrian 
rebel leaders have vowed to attack the 
West and Israel once they are done with 
Syria. Indeed, even the establishment has 
started warning that fighters from Syria 
may fan out across the world to wage 
more “holy wars” — including against 
targets in Europe and beyond. If the 
Western-backed jihadists get their hands 
on Assad’s weapons stockpiles — espe- 
cially the weapons of mass destruction 
— the threat could metastasize. Resulting 
terror attacks and chaos would, as usual, 
be seized upon by the establishment to 
demand more government, more central- 
ized power, and less freedom. 

Instead of helping to create yet an- 
other bloody disaster in the Middle East, 
Congress should step in and restrain 
Obama. As the Founding Fathers wisely 
proposed, the federal government should 
steer clear of foreign entanglements. In 
the case of Syria, that means remain- 
ing neutral in the ongoing war between 
Syria’s ruthless dictator and the largely 
jihadist “rebels.” There are no good out- 
comes in Syria at this point, but having 
American taxpayers help turn that nation 
into yet another Libya — or worse — is a 
terrible plan for more than a few reasons. 
The last thing America needs at this point 
is more blood on its hands. 
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As Syria is destroyed by the foreign- 
fueled war, the same establishment 
that is.driving the bloodbath is seizing 
on the chaos to further its globalist 
objectives with the UN and the ICC. 
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Western internationalists are supplying and supporting 
the Syrian rebels. The Russians are supporting the Assad 
regime. Both are using the conflict to empower the UN. 


by Alex Newman 


nearly July, the official Vatican news 

agency, Fides, reported the story of 

a 15-year-old Christian girl named 
Mariam from the Syrian city of Qusair. 
According to the agency’s sources (two 
Catholic priests), Islamic “rebels” from 
the al-Qaeda terrorist organization Jab- 
hat al-Nusra conquered and occupied 
the young girl’s town. While her family 
reportedly escaped, Mariam was not so 
fortunate. She was kidnapped and re- 
peatedly raped over a two-week period 
by more than a dozen rebels, who were 
apparently relying on a fatwa issued by 
an Islamic sheik declaring it to be “law- 
ful” for opposition fighters to rape “any 


non-Sunni Syrian woman.” Then, young 
Mariam was murdered. Her church was 
ransacked and desecrated before being 
commandeered by jihadist rebels. 
Unfortunately, Mariam’s story is hardly 
unique. Across Syria, rampaging rebel 
forces — often supplied by the Obama 
administration and its allies — are mur- 
dering, torturing, and essentially extermi- 
nating minorities who had been protected 
by the secular Assad regime. Even West- 
ern-backed “moderate” opposition forces, 
primarily the so-called Free Syrian Army, 
have been implicated in similar atrocities. 
Speaking to the United Nations, UN Spe- 
cial Representative on Sexual Violence 
Zainab Hawa Bangura told the story of 
another young Syrian girl who was kid- 
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napped by “elements” of the FSA. “The 
girl was raped, and then killed,’ Bangura 
explained. “Her body was thrown in front 
of her house.” For more on the ongoing 
bloodbath, fueled in large part by the 
Obama administration and allied foreign 
powers, see the companion article on Syria 
in this issue (page 17). 

Among the primary justifications of- 
fered by President Obama and other 
Western leaders for intervention on be- 
half of rebel forces in Syria has been pro- 
tecting civilians from Bashar al-Assad’s 
regime. With opposition fighters perpe- 
trating ghastly atrocities on an unimagi- 
nable scale, though, it is clear that fur- 
ther supporting the rebels will do no such 
thing. Instead, the foreign support for the 
opposition has facilitated and encour- 
aged barbarity that surpasses even what 
the Syrian despot and his henchmen are 
accused of. 

So what, then, is the real purpose behind 
the Obama administration’s involvement 
in Syria? What are the goals? While mo- 
tives can be difficult or even impossible to 
determine, there are plenty of clues and de- 
velopments that might help explain what is 
really going on. For one, the UN-approved 
NATO war against Libyan despot Moam- 
mar Gadhafi, which has a number of key 
parallels with the conflict in Syria, may 
offer some insight. The fruits of that war 
are now plain to see. Among other results, 
the UN regime-change operation empow- 
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Western-backed jihadist Libyan rebels 
celebrate a victory in early 2011 in a conflict 
that has numerous key parallels with the 
ongoing internationally fueled war in Syria. 
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ered Islamic radicals, including al-Qaeda 
and the Muslim Brotherhood, which large- 
ly led the rebellion on the ground. It also 
led to the destruction of Libya’s publicly 
owned central bank — important because 
Gadhafi was planning to move to a gold 
standard, which likely would have had the 
effect of undermining or even causing the 
implosion of fiat paper money schemes 
that central banks rely on to create new 
money and inflation to enrich the world’s 
power brokers. 

Aside from Islamist radicals, amid the 
ongoing Syrian conflict, one of the key 
beneficiaries thus far has been the UN 
and its self-styled International Criminal 
Court. In Libya, amid the regime-change 
operation purportedly approved by the 
UN Security Council, the ICC claimed to 
be investigating regime figures as well as 
NATO troops for war crimes. If the UN 
can authorize a war, then prosecute the 
forces that waged it — even when their 
governments are not a party to the ICC — 
the global entity’s powers have become 
virtually unlimited. 

True to form, one of the desired out- 
comes in Syria appears to be further em- 
powerment of the UN court. Worldwide, 
even among U.S. Republicans, the em- 
powerment effort is gathering support. 
Also on the agenda is working to make 
UN actions easier by abolishing the Se- 
curity Council veto held by five powers, 
including the U.S. government. 
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The internationalist, UN-supporting estab- 
lishment’s fingerprints have been all over 
the conflict from the beginning. Accord- 
ing to an investigation published in the 
U.K. Guardian last year, top figures in the 
“regime-change” coalition — most nota- 
bly the Syrian National Council (SNC), 
which has since merged with various other 
groups to form the Syrian National Coali- 
tion — have intimate links to the highest 
echelons of the global ruling class. The 
new SNC umbrella group selected an Is- 
lamist prime minister in mid-September 
to be the figurehead of the government-in- 
waiting, a government that will be reliant 
on internationalist support for its very ex- 
istence, as is true in Egypt, where Western 
aid props up the army, which has control 
of the country. In the same way, the FSA 
would serve as Syria’s Western-backed 
paramilitary wing. 

The connections between key Syr- 
ian opposition leaders and establishment 
elites aren’t really even hidden. 

The U.K. Guardian’s Charlie Skelton 
pointed out that the people whom the in- 
ternational press generally refers to as 
“democracy activists,” “opposition spokes- 
men,” and “opposition sources” — whom 
the press go to for rebel news — are openly 
connected to what he called “the Anglo- 
American opposition creation business.” 
Just a few examples make the point well. 

Bassma Kodmani is one of the top lead- 


THE NEW AMERICAN @ OCTOBER 21, 2013 


ers in the “Syrian National Council” — the 
foreign-based umbrella group for some op- 
position factions, including the extremist 
Muslim Brotherhood, which was widely 
touted by the press and Western govern- 
ments as the primary “legitimate” group 
representing the “people” of Syria. Kod- 
mani, who demands international military 
intervention to oust the Assad regime, has 
open links to the very top of the interna- 
tional establishment. Consider, for exam- 
ple, that she was at last year’s Bilderberg 
conference in Chantilly, Virginia — a secret 
yearly meeting of the top global powerbro- 
kers from media, finance, government, 
military, intelligence, business, and more. 
Kodmani was also at the 2008 Bilderberg 
conference, though she was listed as French 
then. Last year, for reasons that are not en- 
tirely clear, her official affiliation was listed 
only as “international.” 

Before Bilderberg, Kodmani had been 
an official with the massive Ford Founda- 
tion, an organization that has come under 
fire for its controversial efforts to remake 
the world. More recently, she was serving 
as the executive director of the “Arab Re- 
form Initiative” for the powerful Council 
on Foreign Relations (CFR) — yet anoth- 
er controversial establishment group that 
often faces severe criticism for its hostility 
to national sovereignty, as well as Ameri- 
can traditions of self-governance and indi- 
vidual liberty. The CFR membership ros- 
ter includes many of the most influential 
figures in U.S. politics, business, military, 
and more. Around the world, its affiliates 
serve the same function. 

“At this level, the worlds of banking, 
diplomacy, industry, intelligence, and the 
various policy institutes and foundations all 
mesh together, and there, in the middle of it 
all, is Kodmani,” Skelton pointed out, not- 
ing that billionaire leftist financier George 
Soros, Zbigniew Brzezinski, and Goldman 
Sachs International Chairman Peter Suther- 
land, as well as countless military and intel- 
ligence bosses from the West, were all tied 
to the “Arab Reform Initiative” in various 
ways. “A picture is emerging of Kodmani 
as a trusted lieutenant of the Anglo-Ameri- 
can democracy-promotion industry.” 

Another senior representative of the 
SNC at the time was Ausama (or Osama) 
Monajed, the founder and director of 
Barada Television, the “opposition” TV 
outfit. U.S. diplomatic cables released by 
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WikiLeaks showed that Barada was actu- 
ally being secretly financed with millions 
of American taxpayers’ dollars, starting 
under the George W. Bush administration. 
A 2009 U.S. embassy cable from a top 
U.S. diplomat acknowledged the “U.S.- 
sponsored programming that supports 
anti-[government] factions.” 

Another prominent figure demanding 
an international war on Syria is Radwan 
Ziadeh, until early last year a “senior fel- 
low” at the taxpayer-funded, establish- 
ment-linked “U.S. Institute of Peace,” and 
a “visiting fellow” at the London-based 
Royal Institute of International Affairs — 
the CFR’s counterpart in the U.K. Also 
doing much of the talking — including de- 
mands that American troops be deployed 
to participate in Syria’s civil war — were 
Hamza Fakher and Michael Weiss, both 
darlings of the neoconservative, warmon- 
gering establishment. 

Commenting on the “amazingly open 
ties of the Syrian opposition to their 
Western paymasters,” analyst Daniel Mc- 
Adams offered a brief summary of the 
links in a piece for the liberty-minded site 
LewRockwell.com entitled “Syrian Op- 
position’s Amazing CIA Credentials.” His 
conclusion: “Down to the person these 
Syrian engines of regime change are prod- 
ucts of the U.S. empire and its interven- 
tionist, Trotskyite foreign policy of ‘global 
democratic revolution.’” More than a few 
observers have echoed those sentiments. 
But it is even broader than that. 


Bassma Kodmani, a key 
figure with the Syrian 
opposition, has attended 
Bilderberg meetings 
and has intimate ties to 
the Council on Foreign 
Relations. 


Considering the establishment’s key role 
in the bloodbath, it is hardly surprising that 
the “order” being sought out of the “chaos” 
would advance longtime goals of the world 
government-promoting cabal. Somewhere 
near the top of its priority list, of course, is 
the establishment of a genuine global court 
with “universal jurisdiction” — the power 
to bring anyone and everyone outside of the 
establishment to “justice.” 

Powerful forces are working to em- 
power the dictator-dominated UN and es- 
pecially the International Criminal Court. 
Syria, of course, is not a party to the agree- 
ment creating the self-styled “court”; its 
government has never ratified the agree- 
ment that created it. The U.S. government 
is not a party to the ICC regime either. So, 
in essence, the ICC technically should 
have zero legal jurisdiction in the Syrian 
conflict, even if it could be considered a 
legitimate institution. 

Still, by mid-September, a deal was 
being hammered out among major bel- 
ligerent governments in the conflict, sup- 
posedly aimed at averting a U.S. military 
strike and future chemical weapons de- 
ployments. By the end of the month, it 
had passed. The most widely reported 
element of the new global scheme would 
see the Syrian despot surrender his chem- 
ical stockpile to “international control” 
before it is destroyed. Virtually every 
government involved in the negotiations, 
including the Assad regime, promptly 
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agreed to the general idea. However, there 
is a great deal more to the plan that has 
not received nearly as much coverage. 

Among the less discussed parts of the 
latest Syria scheme, a version of which 
was adopted unanimously, is the UN Se- 
curity Council resolution that was being 
drafted by French authorities.” 

French Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius 
explained that his government would stop 
seeking to use military force only if the 
UN resolution met all the conditions he 
laid out, including placing all of Assad’s 
chemicals under “international control,” 
making the UN scheme “binding,” and 
holding those allegedly responsible for the 
August 21 attack — blamed on Assad by 
the West in its resolution but on rebels by 
other governments — for prosecution and 
“trial” by the ICC. 

Likewise, German Foreign Minister 
Guido Westerwelle urged the court to inves- 
tigate and prosecute. “I have again pressed 
for the UN Security Council to give a man- 
date to the ICC to examine the chemical at- 
tack in Syria,’ Westerwelle said during the 
G20 summit in Russia. 

Separately, former ICC prosecutor 
Luis Moreno Ocampo, who in 2011 
claimed to be investigating American 
and NATO forces for war crimes per- 
petrated during Obama’s military cam- 
paign in Libya, also called on govern- 
ments to empower the court over Syria 
— again, despite the nation not being 
a party to the international agreement. 
Myriad establishment-backed human 
rights groups echoed the calls to have 
the UN court step in and deliver sup- 
posed justice, playing into the hands of 
internationalist elites. 

As negotiations were ongoing, it 
was not clear whether the Russian 
and Communist Chinese govern- 
ments, which also have a veto on the 
UN Security Council, would support 
any resolution that threatened mili- 
tary force or mandated ICC prosecu- 
tions. However, amid the global “re- 
gime change” war on Libya aimed at 
bringing down Moammar Gadhafi, 
both governments agreed to a resolu- 
tion calling for UN trials and prose- 
cutions at the Hague, though under a 
truly impartial and just international 
court, high-ranking members of both 
governments would assuredly be 
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facing trials for grotesque human rights 
abuses and murder. In the end, the Secu- 
rity Council adopted a final resolution 
on Syria that, while not assigning blame, 
declared: “those responsible for any use 
of chemical weapons must be held ac- 
countable." It also mentioned Chapter 
VII of the UN Charter, which purports to 
authorize the use of force. 


Of course, the U.S. government is not a 
party to the agreement creating the Hague- 
based UN court, which operates in a way 
that flies in the face of bedrock American 
constitutional principles. For example, as 
experts have pointed out, there are virtu- 
ally no limits to its purported authority, 
let alone access to a jury of one’s peers. 
However, despite the U.S. Senate having 
never ratified the dubious ICC, the Obama 
administration has been lawlessly and fe- 
verishly working to empower the illegiti- 
mate body. 

In fact, the president’s misplaced affec- 
tion for the international court is so brazen 
that the global government-promoting CFR 
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Free Syrian Army leader Gen. Salim Idris, while 

surrounding himself with radical Islamists, has been a vocal 
supporter of empowering the UN and its international court. 
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celebrated what it called the administra- 
tion’s “honeymoon” and “lovefest” with the 
ICC this year. In a report for the CFR’s For- 
eign Affairs journal, law Professor David 
Kaye reported approvingly that Obama 
officials “enthusiastically attend the ICC’s 
annual meetings” and “speak in support of 
the court at the UN Security Council.” 

“For the first time, the United States is 
not only cooperating with the ICC but en- 
couraging cooperation and information- 
sharing with the court,” gushed Kaye in 
the report, pointing out that the Obama 
administration sent troops to Africa to 
help find “suspects” wanted by the UN 
entity. “In short, although the United 
States is not a party to the ICC’s charter, 
the Rome Statute, it is arguably doing 
as much as, if not more than, member 
states are doing to bolster the work of the 
court.... Even more remarkable, the ad- 
ministration’s embrace of the court has 
been met with little, if any, resistance 
from Congress.” 

In fact, instead of opposition, members 
of Congress in both parties are also now 
lobbying for, and have introduced legisla- 
tion demanding, an international tribu- 
nal to try participants in Syria’s war. 

Shortly before the UN Security 
Council took up the Syria resolu- 
tion, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki- 
moon, alluding to the conflict and 
others around the world, also offered 
remarks boldly calling for the global 
body to be further empowered. “T 
urge you to embrace the global logic 
of our times,” he said at the Gen- 
eral Assembly. “With our fates ever 
more entwined, our future must be 
one of ever deeper cooperation. In 
this transformed global landscape, 
let us find new ways of governing, 
partnering and problem-solving. Let 
us empower the United Nations to be 
more than a first responder or a last 
resort.” 

After the Security Council adopt- 
ed a resolution on Syria, Secretary of 
State Kerry celebrated the growing 
power of the UN, too. “We are here 
united tonight in support of our be- 
lief that international institutions do 
matter, that international norms mat- 
ter,’ he said, demanding that Syrian 
authorities comply with their inter- 
national “legal obligations.” 
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Empowering the UN Itself 

Amid the push to strengthen the UN court, 
calls are once again growing to “reform” 
the UN Security Council by eliminating 
the veto power currently held by five gov- 
ernments, including Russia and the United 
States. As THE NEW AMERICAN has previ- 
ously reported, the efforts to abolish the 
veto are openly described by proponents 
as a way to allow the global body to ex- 
pand and employ its ever-growing power 
more easily. 

In March of last year, forces hoping to 
abolish the veto were already speaking 
out. Then-UN General Assembly President 
Nassir Abdulaziz al-Nasser, who represents 
the pro-Syrian rebel Islamic regime ruling 
Qatar, for example, cited the Syrian con- 
flict and the Russian and Chinese veto of an 
anti-Assad resolution to make his case. He 
argued, among other points, that allowing 
major powers to veto international action 
represented a threat to world peace. “We 
need a very effective UN and very effective 
UN Security Council,” he told the U.K. In- 
dependent. “Tf this system is not doing what 
it’s supposed to do, then we need to look for 
another system.” 

Beyond just Syria, Nasser also called for 
radical reforms of the international body 
to facilitate concerted action in the fields 
of health, security, human rights, crises, 
and more. “The world has changed; the 
UN should also reform itself to deal with 
the issues of today,” Nasser told the news- 
paper. “Sixty years ago who could imagine 
we'll be discussing climate change, food 
security, or the world would reach seven 
billion people, so we need to see a more 
active and effective UN.” Syria is just the 
catalyst, in other words. 

Nasser was hardly alone in his calls. Cit- 
ing a CFR fellow and the veto over regime 
change in Syria, Reuters columnist Bernd 
Debusmann made similar arguments. “Why 
the make-up of the council and the way it 
operates has remained unchanged since 
1945 is a question that merits more vigor- 
ous public debate than there has been in the 
past,” he wrote, saying the U.S. government 
regularly uses its veto to protect the Israeli 
government. “The case for re-thinking the 
system becomes stronger every time a veto 
frustrates the will of the majority.” In the 
UN, of course, that means a majority of op- 
pressive governments. 

Even Obama has commented on the 
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Russian strongman and former KGB operative Vladimir Putin, a key player in the Syrian conflict, 
has seen a major boost in his prestige even as he works to empower the UN. 


issue. “If we end up using the UN Secu- 
rity Council not as a means of enforcing 
international norms and international law, 
but rather as a barrier to acting on behalf 
of international norms and international 
law, then I think people rightly are going 
to be pretty skeptical about the system,” 
he said, alluding to Russian and Chinese 
vetoes blocking military action against 
Syria. His comments were seized upon by 
prominent media outlets to again demand 
an end to Security Council veto powers. 

Even Russian president, strongman, and 
former KGB operative Vladimir Putin is 
singing the same tune: “The United Na- 
tions’ founders understood that decisions 
affecting war and peace should happen only 
by consensus,” Putin wrote in an op-ed for 
the New York Times. “The profound wis- 
dom of this has underpinned the stability of 
international relations for decades. No one 
wants the United Nations to suffer the fate 
of the League of Nations, which collapsed 
because it lacked real leverage.” 

Relying on the Security Council and 
the UN, Putin continued, is crucial. “We 
need to use the United Nations Security 
Council and believe that preserving law 
and order in today’s complex and turbu- 
lent world is one of the few ways to keep 
international relations from sliding into 
chaos,” he added. “The law is still the law, 
and we must follow it whether we like it or 
not. Under current international law, force 
is permitted only in self-defense or by the 


decision of the Security Council. Anything 
else is unacceptable under the United Na- 
tions Charter and would constitute an act 
of aggression.” 

Of course, since totalitarian regimes 
around the world are widely under the 
sway of the Russian and Communist Chi- 
nese regimes, eliminating the Security 
Council veto will likely empower Russia 
even as it empowers the UN as a whole. 
(American citizens, to the contrary, won’t 
see benefits.) 


Get U.S. Out 

The establishment has pulled similar 
scams on many occasions over the dec- 
ades. In essence, it is once again offering 
several bad choices to the American peo- 
ple and the world — all of which would 
advance the goals of the insiders at the 
expense of the masses. Humanity and es- 
pecially the American people must reject 
the false choices. 

Instead, Congress should restrain the ad- 
ministration and halt all U.S. involvement 
in the Syrian conflict immediately. After 
that, lawmakers should simply defund and 
withdraw from the UN, setting back estab- 
lishment plans by decades. At that point, 
the ICC and the debate over abolishing the 
Security Council veto would become moot. 
Syrians would, as have groups in conflict 
for eons, probably find a way to sort out 
the mess. Americans and the world at large, 
meanwhile, would be much better off. Hi 
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When do government price controls, 
which are meant to help consumers, hurt 
consumers? Whenever they are in effect. 
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by Steve Byas 


ohammed Mannan faced up to a year in prison for his 
M “crime.” He very well may have thought that, in Amer- 

ica, a man’s property is his to offer for sale at whatever 
price he wishes. But, when Mannan offered gasoline for sale at 
his Tulsa, Oklahoma, gas station for $3.29, he landed in Tulsa 
County District Court. Mannan had raised the price from $2.69, 
an increase of 60 cents, following a December 2008 ice storm. 

Then-Attorney General Drew Edmondson explained how 
Mannan had run afoul of the Oklahoma statute against price 
gouging. “Under Oklahoma law, once an emergency has been 
declared, business owners cannot artificially raise the price of 
necessary goods and services more than 10 percent above the 
pre-emergency price. Based on the pre-emergency price of $2.69, 
the maximum increase allowed by law once the declaration was 
issued was 26 cents.” Those extra 34 cents by which Mannan 
dared to raise the price of his gasoline now threatened him with 
time behind bars, and a $1,000 fine for each count. 

Fortunately for the owner of the M & F Mart in Tulsa, he es- 
caped the slammer for the three misdemeanor counts. Instead, 
Mannan was ordered to serve a six-month deferred sentence, give 
refunds to consumers who paid “the artificially inflated price,” 
and pay a $1,500 fine plus court costs. Additionally, the attorney 
general’s office encouraged persons who paid the illegal price to 
produce proof of payment, so they, too, could get a refund. Man- 
nan agreed to the deal in a no contest plea. 


The Proliferation of Price-gouging Laws 

Oklahoma enacted the price-gouging statute following the May 3, 
1999 tornadoes that struck the state, causing particularly heavy loss 
of life and extensive property damage in the Oklahoma towns of 
Moore, Bridge Creek, Del City, and Stroud. Oklahoma’s statute 
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prohibits an increase of more than 10 percent on the price of most 
goods and services when a state of emergency has been declared. 
The law reads, “No person for the duration of a declaration of emer- 
gency by the Governor of this state or by the President of the United 
States and for thirty (30) days thereafter shall sell, rent, or lease, or 
offer to sell, rent, or lease, for delivery in the emergency area, any 
goods, services, dwelling units, or storage space in the emergency 
area at a rate or price which is more than ten percent (10%) above 
the rate or price charged by the person for the same or similar goods, 
services, dwelling units, or storage spaces immediately prior to the 
declaration of emergency unless the increase in the rate or price is 
attributable only to factors unrelated to the emergency and does not 
include any increase in profit to the seller or owner.” 

Mannan was not the only Oklahoma business to face the wrath 
of the state government for “price-gouging” during the 2008 ice 
storm. Edmondson also settled a price-gouging case against La 
Quinta Inns. ““We discovered La Quinta overcharged consumers, 
on average, between $10-$20 per night,” Edmondson said. For 
these violations, the hotel chain agreed to pay the state $50,000, 
to be used for “consumer protection enforcement activities,” and 
provide a free night’s lodging to eligible consumers who stayed 
one to three nights. Those who stayed four to six nights would 
receive two free nights, and consumers who stayed seven or more 
nights received three free nights. 

Then-Governor Brad Henry declared, “It is unconscionable to 
wring profits from misfortune and tragedy.” 

Both Henry and Edmondson are Democrats, and such dema- 
goguery can be expected. The Oklahoma Legislature has since 
flipped to a solid majority of Republicans, but the price-gouging 
statute, with its heavy-handed restrictions on the free market, re- 
mains in place. The rhetoric coming from the attorney general’s 
office under Democrat Edmondson has changed only slightly 
under Republican Scott Pruit. 
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Edmondson lamented in 2010, “Unfor- 
tunately, there are a few people who look 
to profit from someone else’s tragedy.” If 
one eliminated all occupations that “prof- 
it” from another person’s tragedy, then 
physicians, funeral home owners, ambu- 
lance drivers, trial lawyers, and politicians 
such as Edmondson would have to look 
for a different line of work. 

Sadly, Oklahoma is not alone in this 
demagogic attack upon the free market. In 
the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, more 
than 500 “possible” cases of price gouging 
of gasoline and other essentials, “includ- 
ing a $10 box of matches,” were report- 
ed in New York State, according to First 
Coast News. New York Attorney General 
Eric Schneiderman encouraged New York- 
ers to report price gouging to his office. 

State law in New York prohibits an 
“unconscionably excessive price” that un- 
fairly takes advantage of consumers fol- 
lowing a disaster. The previous summer, 
Schneiderman sued some gas stations for 
price gouging following Tropical Storm 
Irene. For example, a Yonkers gas station 
increased its price from $3.89 before Irene 
hit to $4.79 only two days later. According 
to First Coast News, the company settled 
the suit for $7,500. 

Following the attacks of September 11, 
2001, California Attorney General Bill 
Lockyer said, “Prices today appear to be 
the same as they were before the terrorist 
attack on the East Coast,” but he threat- 
ened, “should this situation change, we 
will investigate and take action for illegal 
profiteering.” 

Texas Attorney General Greg Abbott 
promised in 2010, “We are prepared to 
act quickly if gas prices in a Governor de- 
clared disaster area spike beyond what the 
normal market forces set.” 

Many more examples could be given. 
But, it is instructive to make a closer ex- 
amination of the Texas attorney general’s 
comment as part of a larger evaluation of 
these demagogic laws we see across the 
country in the several states. Sadly, dema- 
goguery and/or ignorance of basic eco- 
nomics seems to be a shared vice of both 
Democrat and Republican politicians. 


Economic Lucidity 

Abbott’s phrase, “normal market forces” 
is actually quite descriptive of what hap- 
pens in a disaster such as a hurricane, 
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tornado, or even a terrorist attack. Prices 
are the language of the marketplace. They 
communicate to sellers and buyers alike 
that a new normal has arrived. Following 
a disaster, the supply of a product has typi- 
cally declined, and the demand has typi- 
cally increased. This means that the price 
should rise. When the price is not allowed 
to rise, by popular but wrong-headed gov- 
ernment laws, an acute shortage is quickly 
transformed into a chronic shortage. 

Price controls are a lie, whether it is 
controlling the price below the market 
price, or above the market price. They are 
a form of theft. What right does one person 
have to tell another person at what price 
he should offer his goods or services? Is it 
really a man’s property if he cannot offer it 
for sale at whatever price he desires? 

When government, gangsters, or some 
other force interferes with the natural 
workings of the free market, a false mes- 
sage is generated to both buyers and sell- 
ers, with predictably bad results. 

If sellers are told to sell below the mar- 
ket, they will produce less of the product, 
and may even exit the market completely. 
In contrast, buyers will demand more at 
the lower price. It should not take a ge- 
nius to then realize what happens next: a 
shortage exists. The solution? Many might 
suggest rationing, which allows some gov- 
ernment bureaucrat to determine who gets 
what. This does produce anger from those 
who get less than they want, but it does 
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not produce any more goods and services. 
U.S. government-imposed price controls 
and rationing on gasoline and other com- 
modities during World War II provide 
multiple historical examples of chronic 
shortages due to government interference 
with the price system. 

The solution? Allow the price to rise to 
its natural market level. When this hap- 
pens, more suppliers will enter the mar- 
ket, increasing the supply of the good or 
service. Some buyers will then drop out 
of the market, and the shortage disappears. 
When demand drops, the price will also 
drop. In 1981, in one of his first actions as 
president, Ronald Reagan decontrolled the 
price of oil. This led to a short spike in gas- 
oline prices, but the decontrol generated 
increased drilling activity, and Americans 
soon enjoyed lower prices at the pump. 

This is basic economics, yet we have 
demagogues of both major political par- 
ties who insist that the market has pro- 
duced the wrong price. They want to tell 
a lie and say the price is lower than what 
it actually is. The lie is repeated by politi- 
cians who want votes, by media who use 
anger against some storeowner to generate 
higher ratings, and by those who simply 
want a product or service for a lower price 
than the true market price. 

Some will concede that the above anal- 
ysis is true, but then argue for “special 
situations” in which charging “too much” 
is price gouging. They contend that it is 
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Politics vs. Economics: When it comes to economic questions, such as price controls following 
disasters, politicians such as New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman and Texas Attorney 
General Greg Abbott usually opt for the politically popular answer rather than the superior, free- 


enterprise response. 
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What right does one person have to tell 
another person at what price he should 


offer his goods or services? Is it really 
a man’s property if he cannot offer it for 
sale at whatever price he desires? 


“taking advantage” of people to charge 
higher prices (usually anything more than 
a 10-percent increase in most of these 
state’s laws) after a natural disaster. Sell- 
ing one’s product or service above this 
10-percent level after a tornado, hurricane, 
earthquake, or some other disaster is con- 
sidered somehow morally wrong. 

But, when the market price has gone 
up, say 18 percent, and the “benevolent” 
government steps in and says a person 
cannot offer his own property for any- 
thing higher than 10 percent, what hap- 
pens? A shortage, of course. Let us say 
that a tornado has knocked out power, 
so you rush to the store to buy a genera- 
tor. The demand for generators is much 
higher than it was before the tornado, but 
the stores have only enough generators to 
meet half the demand. So, what happens 
to the market price of generators? The 
price will naturally rise. 

Vote-seeking politicians will say this 
is price gouging. Under laws designed to 
prevent so-called price gouging, the price 
is not allowed to rise, and the store runs 
out of generators before you get there. 
After all, in the reasoning of the dema- 
gogues, it is better to not have a generator 
than to have to pay a higher price for one. 


Proper Payment Is the Solution 
The solution? If the price is allowed to 
rise, then there will be an influx of gen- 
erators into the area to meet the increased 
demand, and the shortage will vanish. 
Some complain about the price of gaso- 
line going up during these times of disaster. 
The argument goes, “He is charging more 
for gasoline he has already purchased.” Of 
course, but now the market has shifted. In- 
terestingly, many will complain about the 
retailer offering gasoline for more, even 
though the retailer’s cost has not risen (yet). 
But what happens to those complainers 
when the price of their home goes up over 
the years, say, from $100,000 to $175,000? 
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Does this person say, “Well, 
I only paid $100,000 for this 
house, so I shouldn’t gouge 
that young couple just starting 
out in life?” Are you kidding? 

What about these hotels 
who raise prices after a di- 
saster? Let’s say a family of 
four ordinarily would rent 
two rooms, but now only 
rent one, because the price has doubled. 
This allows one more room to be rented 
to another family. If the price is held to 
its normal rate, the family will rent two 
rooms, and the next family will be left 
out. This is an example of what the 19th- 
century French philosopher Frederic Bas- 
tiat called what is seen and what is not 
seen. What is seen is the lower price that 
benefits the first family. What is not seen 
with the higher price is it allows the sec- 
ond family to take shelter from the cold 
night. 

In 2007, the Bush administration pub- 
lished a “White Paper on the Economic 
Consequences of Gasoline ‘Price Goug- 
ing’ Legislation.” While President George 
W. Bush failed to follow the concepts 
of the free enterprise system in so many 
other cases, such as the infamous 2008 
bailouts, the economists who prepared 
this paper provided excellent analysis. 
“Price increases,” the paper argued, “in- 
duce domestic refineries outside the af- 
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fected region and foreign suppliers to rap- 
idly ship additional gasoline to affected 
areas.... With gasoline prices kept below 
market levels, there would be shortages. 
Consumers would be forced to line up at 
gas stations, but gasoline would run out 
before satisfying demand and many would 
be forced to do without.” 

The paper pointed to the contrast of 
the experiences of the 1970s, when price 
controls were in effect, and today. Then, 
“Oil price [limited by price controls] in- 
creases were accompanied by long lines at 
the pump.” In more recent years, without 
gasoline price controls, the country has not 
suffered such shortages of fuel. 

While these laws against price gouging 
are promoted by vote-seeking politicians 
and accepted by a general public largely 
uninformed as to their actual effects, the 
time and location of these disaster price 
controls are fortunately limited. What is so 
dangerous about these laws is they leave 
the impression that government can, by 
decree, alter the natural workings of the 
free market in such a way as to benefit 
the public. Sadly, many will conclude that 
since the free market does not work well 
during a disaster, why should we have a 
free market in normal times? 

Having accepted the ability of gov- 
ernment to control prices, which is a lie, 
should we be surprised when so many 
politicians lie their way to power? Hf 
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Effects of price controls: Consumers stock up before a big storm. Price controls following 


storms and other disasters actually hurt consumers because they create shortages of the very 


goods they most need. 
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Educators Expose Dangers 
of Common Core National Education 


This video tells how a federal scheme to control schools’ curricula unrolled without fanfare 
or opposition though it generally lowers education standards and morals for kids. 


DANGERS AND THREATS 
10 AMERICAN URERTY ANS SBUCA TION 


COMMON 


The John Birch Society 


by Alex Newman 


Dangers and Threats: Common Core, 
DVD, 70 minutes, 2013. Available at 
ShopJBS.org ($5.95) 


hard-hitting video just produced 
Ae FreedomProject Education 

(FPE) exposes some of the myriad 
dangers to liberty and education stemming 
from Common Core, a deeply controversial 
scheme to nationalize education standards 
being pushed by the Obama administration 
and a coalition of its establishment allies. 
While only a little over an hour long, the 
presentation, led by two education experts, 
offers a concise explanation of the threat 
and is sure to outrage parents, regardless of 
political affiliation. Elements of Common 
Core are already in place across America, 
and the picture is not pretty. 
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The John Birch Society 


From the start, leaders at FPE, an online 
K-12 school offering classical education 
rooted in Judeo-Christian values, have 
expressed strong opposition to Common 
Core and the federalization of schooling. 
The school boasts of its independence 
from government — and especially the 
radical effort to standardize all education 
by federal authorities and establishment- 
minded billionaires like Bill Gates. How- 
ever, as the presenters point out early on 
in the video, most Americans have never 
even heard of Common Core. That must 
change, or the consequences for educa- 
tion, state and local governance, and even 
the future of America could be dire. 


Implementation 

Dr. Duke Pesta, academic director at FPE 
and an English professor at the University 
of Wisconsin, compared the effort to im- 


pose Common Core and associated gov- 
ernment schemes on the American people 
to a frog being boiled alive over time. It is 
slow, steady, but goes unnoticed until it is 
too late. He also said Common Core and 
related measures represent a “Trojan horse” 
being used for the implementation of nu- 
merous other big-government schemes — 
particularly the unprecedented gathering of 
personal information on America’s children 
and families by Washington, D.C. 

“Yet another threat posed by Common 
Core is the absolute appropriation of Soviet 
ideology and propaganda in the construct- 
ing of Common Core and its implementa- 
tion,” said Dr. Pesta, citing federal docu- 
ments outlining elements of the schemes. 
“A year from now, a year and a half from 
now, it will be so entrenched in the schools 
that there can be no modifications.” And so, 
the opposition must get to work now. 

The dangers to liberty and education 
are enormous, the presentation shows. 
Among other key threats from Common 
Core highlighted in the video is the com- 
plete federal takeover of education. The 
usurpation will result in a loss of state 
and local control — even input — over 
school materials and what children learn. 
The one-size-fits-all nature of the scheme, 
meanwhile, will bring education down to 
the lowest common denominator, even if 
one believes that the forces behind the ef- 
fort are well-intentioned. 

The mainstreaming of homosexuality, 
promiscuity, and other practices — even 
to young children — is an important com- 
ponent of the scheme as well, Dr. Pesta 
explained, citing numerous examples from 
the standards themselves. Indeed, under 
the guise of “health,” tax-funded abortion 
behemoth Planned Parenthood, founded 
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by eugenicist Margaret Sanger, is 
involved in the development and 
promotion of national standards on 
“sexuality education.” If parents 
knew, they would be outraged, the 
presenters argued. 

Also covered briefly in the pre- 
sentation is how the United Na- 
tions, UNESCO, and Agenda 21 are 
all linked to Common Core. Even 
top Obama administration officials 
such as Education Secretary Arne Duncan 
have admitted to collaboration with the 
UN in the education field. Indeed, much 
of the national education scheme — espe- 
cially the accompanying “Next Generation 
Science Standards” — teaches children to 
believe pseudo-environmentalist doctrines 
posing as science promoted by the UN and 
its allies worldwide. 

Despite claims made by some pro- 
ponents of Common Core, teachers and 
schools in jurisdictions that have signed 
up must comply with the entire program. 
As top attorneys for the U.S. Department 
of Education quoted in the presentation 
have warned, states will become little 
more than “administrative units” in the 
nationalized education scheme. That, 
of course, represents a direct affront to 
the U.S. Constitution and even statutes 
passed by Congress forbidding federal 
involvement in certain areas. 

“The goal is to have every school in 
America teaching the same thing, every 
day, at the same time,” says FPE Curricu- 
lum Director Mary Black, a veteran educa- 
tor who has been teaching for four decades 
and sounding the alarm about Common 
Core for months in public seminars about 
the standards. “The standards themselves 
are written in a manner that will teach stu- 
dents what to think, not how to think.... 
Most of the country hasn’t yet felt the iron 
grasp of Common Core, but it’s real and 
it is a threat.” 


Troubling Tale 

Also troubling, according to Black and 
Pesta, is the background behind the whole 
scheme and how it came to be. For one, 
it was created by private, unaccountable 
organizations — the National Governors 
Association (NGA) and the Council of 
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Chief State School Officers (CCSSO). 
The entities also hold copyrights over 
the standards, ensuring that they cannot 
be changed except by the forces behind 
Common Core, the presentation explains. 
The standards themselves, meanwhile, 
are largely the product of lobbyists and 
special interests with big money from 
places such as the controversial Bill and 
Melinda Gates Foundation and other 
establishment-linked institutions. Feder- 
ally funded national test “consortia” are 
currently developing examinations to go 
along with Common Core. To “convince” 
state and local officials to sign up to the 
dubious standards, the expanded moni- 
toring of students, and the national tests, 
the Obama administration used a com- 
bination of tax-funded bribes, waivers, 
and coercion, Pesta and Black continued. 
Also alarming, the presentation argues, 
are the various parallels and links be- 
tween Common Core and ObamaCare. 
The two education experts explore, for 
example, how the various programs’ mas- 
sive collections of information are linked, 
quoting, among other sources, sections 
of the “Affordable Care Act” itself. With 
the IRS also gathering huge amounts of 
information and the school biometric data 
gathering that is already going on in some 
places under various guises, the potential 
for abuses is frightening. 

The presentation also cites documents 
from the U.S. Department of Education, 
which have since been apparently re- 
moved from government websites after 
sparking a public outcry, to show that the 
surveillance and data gathering aimed at 
children is beyond most people’s wild 
imaginations. 

Among other concerns, one federal doc- 
ument cited in the video outlines various 


“student affective sensors” that monitor 
students’ bio-physiological responses, in- 
cluding a “facial expression camera” and 
more. Some are already in use in federally 
funded education programs, according to 
the document. 

Finally, aspects of Common Core are 
already in schools, the presentation ex- 
plains, with the rest set to be implemented 
soon. The standards are being rolled out 
quickly in the 45 states that have adopted 
the whole scheme. Even states that have 
not signed on will be unable to escape all 
of the effects. Even though opposition is 
growing as awareness spreads, public of- 
ficials across America often do not under- 
stand the full extent of the controversies 
and problems, Pesta explained. 

THE NEw AMERICAN magazine also re- 
cently covered Common Core in an exten- 
sive cover-story package on the standards 
and the Orwellian data-mining. Separate- 
ly, THE NEw AMERICAN online has been 
keeping up with recent developments: the 
emergence of major progressive forces 
and public educators joining with conser- 
vatives to stop the scheme, the arrest of a 
parent protesting the standards, and much 
more. New developments will be covered 
as they happen. 

FPE is urging Americans to watch the 
video, get informed, and spread the word 
— homeschoolers and private schools 
will be affected, too. The presentation is 
absolutely shocking, and this written re- 
view provides only a brief snapshot of 
the wealth of information provided in the 
video. Working with state and local offi- 
cials to stop the scheme before its roots 
spread too deep is entirely possible at this 
point, Pesta and Black explained. The con- 
sequences of doing nothing, however, are 
too serious to contemplate. Hl 
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Teen Offers Gift of Sight 


A California teen has made it his life’s 
work to see to it that others may see clearly. 

When Yash Gupta broke his glasses in 
tae kwon do practice, he was forced to 
function without them for seven days. In 
that time, he realized that he had been tak- 
ing them for granted. “I just couldn’t see 
anything,” said Gupta, now 17. “I couldn’t 
see in the classroom; I would get easily 
distracted.... Just basic stuff I used to do 
every day, I couldn’t do.” 

It was then that he began to think about 
other children who have to cope without 
glasses because they do not have access 
to proper medical care or because they 
do not have the financial means to afford 
them. In his research, Gupta learned that 
more than 12 million children around the 
world do not have the corrective eyewear 
that they need. 

“Tt’s just a total disadvantage for them, 
because [if] you can’t see anything ... 
you definitely can’t make the most of the 
education you’re being given,” he said. 
“Tt would be impossible for them to fully 
achieve their potential.... | had this prob- 
lem for one week, but these kids have 
these problems for their whole lives.” 

So at the age of 14, Gupta started Sight 
Learning, an organization that gathers 
used eyeglasses from optometrists and 
donates them to organizations that can de- 
liver them to children in need. 

Nearly three years later, his organiza- 
tion has been a great success. CNN reports, 
“Since 2011, Gupta has donated 9,500 
pairs of glasses, worth nearly $500,000, 
to young people in Haiti, Honduras, India, 
and Mexico.” 

Gupta helps fund his work by tutor- 
ing younger students after school, and he 
spends approximately 20 hours a week 
collecting and shipping the eyeglasses, 
CNN reported. He knew it would not be 
difficult to collect the glasses, as his own 
experience told him that old eyewear often 
gets discarded. 

Gupta sought the aid of his father to set 
up his organization, and began to present 
his idea to local optometrists, who agreed 
to place donation boxes in their offices for 
patients to donate their used glasses. 

“That first interaction was really promis- 
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ing for me,” Gupta recalls. “Some of the op- 
tometrists already had pairs of glasses that 
they had just accumulated over the years 
that they didn’t know what to do with.” 

Gupta has traveled to India and Mexico 
in the last three years, where he provided 
glasses and assisted doctors, and volun- 
teers at eye clinics. 

He is celebrated as a remarkable young 
man by those who work with him. “He 
works hard and has great initiative, but 
more importantly, he brings such great 
energy — and that sets the tone for every- 
one,” said Dr. Greg Pearl, president of the 
California chapter of Volunteer Optomet- 
ric Services to Humanity. 

Gupta says he gets a great deal of satis- 
faction in knowing that he is positively im- 
pacting the lives of children. “That dazed 
look the first time [children] get glasses, 
and just seeing that turn into joy and hap- 
piness — it’s just really inspiring,” he said. 

“A lot of times, these families are in 
poverty,” he said. “With a good education, 
you know, they can get a good job and get 
a good career.” 

Gupta hopes to expand his organization 
to help even more families. “Right now, 
we’re partnered with organizations that do 
international work. But in the future, I’d 
like to bring this service to inner cities in 
the U.S.,” he said. 

Though Gupta has done some impres- 
sive work, he refuses to believe he is ex- 
ceptional. “I think there’s a misconception 
with our generation,” he said. “Many of 
my friends are doing things to improve 
their communities.... Kids are passionate 
and can make a difference. It’s just a mat- 
ter of finding out what you care about and 
focusing on that.” 


Let Loose 


Sasha Pines of San Diego, California, is 
one incredible teen. In the spring of 2012, 
she came up with the idea of starting a 
summer camp for kids with special needs, 
and made it happen. 

The idea came to Sasha while volun- 
teering with “Friends at Home,” a Friend- 
ship Circle program where teens visit chil- 
dren with special needs simply to hang out 
with them. 


She recalls, “I visit a family with three 
boys who have special needs. We were 
in the park together, and the mother was 
telling me how she wanted to send her 
boys to summer camp, but the camps she 
contacted were not equipped to accom- 
modate them.” 

“Summer camp was one of my fond- 
est childhood memories, and it broke my 
heart to hear that these kids were being 
denied the experience,” Sasha added. 

Seventeen-year-old Sasha was soon 
struck by a brilliant idea. She called Eli- 
sheva Green, director of the Friendship 
Circle in San Diego, and said she want- 
ed to start a camp for children with spe- 
cial needs. Just a few months later, “Let 
Loose” opened its doors to nine campers. 

According to Sasha, the camp’s name 
says it all. “These kids don’t have many 
social opportunities, and this is really a 
place where they can let loose and have 
fun like other kids do in the summer time.” 

The camp pairs the campers with a 
“mainstream friend” who keeps them 
company the entire day. Camp days run 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. from Monday to 
Thursday. Let Loose is funded by dona- 
tions from Sasha’s friends and family, and 
the staff consists of volunteers. 

Once news of the camp spread, the 
Let Loose summer camp grew. Just one 
year after the camp’s opening, there are 
15 campers and 19 volunteer counselors 
signed up for the program. The camp has 
even added a Counselor in Training divi- 
sion for teens and young adults with spe- 
cial needs who are too advanced for the 
regular camp day. 

Sasha marvels at how much her camp 
has touched the campers. “To see them 
leave with smiles on their faces was amaz- 
ing. They don’t go to parties, so this was 
really major for them,” she says. 

She is hopeful that word of her camp 
will inspire others to do the same. “We 
plan on spreading the word to other teen 
volunteers at the national Annual Friend- 
ship Circle Conference, which is held each 
spring in different locations. There has al- 
ready been one other camp in Florida, and 
we’ve now Set our sights on New York and 
Los Angeles.” 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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The Red Scare 
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After more than 125 bombing plots from 1917-20, U.S. 
government officials violated civil liberties. But the violations 
were minuscule compared with today’s “war on terror.” 


by Thomas R. Eddlem 


ritish essayist and humorist G.K. 
B Chesterton noted how he was asked 
some invasive questions at the 
American embassy in London in advance 
of his first speaking tour in America, a tour 
taken in the wake of the post-World War I 
“Red Scare.” Chesterton explained in his 
1922 book What I Saw in America: “One 
of the questions on the paper was, ‘Are 
you an anarchist?’... Then there was the 
question, ‘Are you in favour of subvert- 
ing the government of the United States 
by force?’” The British humorist then 
quipped: “Against this I should write, ‘I 
prefer to answer that question at the end of 
my tour and not the beginning.” 
Chesterton had accurately described 
the requirements of the Immigration Act 
of 1918, a law that specified “that aliens 
who are anarchists; aliens who believe 
in or advocate the overthrow by force or 
violence of the Government of the United 
States or of all forms of law; aliens who 
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disbelieve in or are opposed to all organ- 
ized government; aliens who advocate or 
teach the assassination of public officials; 
aliens who advocate or teach the unlawful 
destruction of public property ... shall be 
excluded from admission into the United 
States.” 

Chesterton noted that on the surface, he 
could label the requirement to answer the 
question an “abnormal spirit of inquisi- 
tion” and “‘an interference with liberty un- 
known among all the ancient despotisms 
and aristocracies.” But the reality, Ches- 
terton learned, is that such a rule was quite 
natural for America and its philosophy of 
freedom: 


America is the only nation in the 
world that is founded on a creed. That 
creed is set forth with dogmatic and 
even theological lucidity in the Dec- 
laration of Independence; perhaps the 
only piece of practical politics that is 
also theoretical politics and also great 
literature. It enunciates that all men 


When America Was Less 
Scared Than Today 


Stopping terrorism one deportation at 

a time: The federal government had few 
restrictions on immigration in 1919, but it did 
not hesitate to deport immigrants it suspected 
of lawbreaking. 


are equal in their claim to justice, 
that governments exist to give them 
that justice, and that their authority is 
for that reason just. It certainly does 
condemn anarchism, and it does also 
by inference condemn atheism, since 
it clearly names the Creator as the 
ultimate authority from whom these 
equal rights are derived. 


Thus, it shouldn’t be any surprise that vi- 
olent anarchists would be excluded from 
immigration to the United States. And 
there had been a practical reason for this 
law, as the United States had just suffered 
a wave of more than 125 terrorist bomb- 
ings inspired by anarchist and Bolshevik 
organizations, including: 

November 24, 1917: Nine policemen 
and a woman bystander were killed (and 
two injured) in the bombing of a Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin, police station. 

April 28-30, 1919: Anarchists sent 36 
mail bombs to Washington, D.C.; Phila- 
delphia; Paterson, New Jersey; Cleveland; 
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i ecember 1919 and 
0, in which as many as 10,000 


igrant anarchists and 


heviks were apprehended. 


Pittsburgh; Boston; and other cities. In- 
tended targets included Supreme Court 
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, the U.S. 
attorney general, industrialists J.P. Morgan 
and John D. Rockefeller, the U.S. secre- 
tary of labor, senators, U.S. congressmen, 
police commissioners, prosecutors, gover- 
nors, and mayors. Most of the dynamite 
bombs were disarmed, but two people 
were killed and three injured. 

June 2, 1919: A wave of bombings in 
seven cities again targeted prominent citi- 
zens. Anarchists made another attempt at 
killing Attorney General A. Mitchell Palm- 
er, bringing a bomb to Palmer’s front porch. 
The bomb detonated prematurely, killing 
the bomber, Carlo Valdinoci, 
a follower of Italian anarchist 
Luigi Galleani. Galleani had 
presumably been the mastermind 
behind many of the bombings, 
and he openly praised violence 
in his embrace of the “prop- 
aganda of the deed” years later, 
proclaiming, “No act of rebellion 
is useless; no act of rebellion is 
harmful.” The U.S. government 
deported Galleani back to his na- 
tive Italy later that month. 

September 16, 1920: The 
most dramatic and deadly of 
the attacks was a “car bomb” of 
some 100 pounds of dynamite 
and 500 pounds of metal shrap- 
nel in the back of a horse-drawn 
cart set off during a busy Wall 
Street lunch hour. The bomb 
killed 38, injured several hun- 
dred others, and was the bloodi- 
est terrorist incident in U.S. his- 
tory until the 1995 Oklahoma 


City bombing. 
In the wake of such wide- 
spread violence — attacks 


upon the political, judicial, 
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and financial kingpins of 
American society — many 
Americans believed that the 
United States and its way of 
life were under ongoing at- 
tack. Though the loss of life 
was not as great as the Sep- 
tember 11, 2001 attacks, 
many Americans had come 
to believe that these waves 
of anarchist attacks were in- 
creasing, in contrast to the 
September 11 terrorist attack, which ap- 
peared to have been a single event. Pres- 
ident Woodrow Wilson’s attorney gen- 
eral, A. Mitchell Palmer, engaged in a 
series of dramatic searches and seizures 
in December 1919 and January 1920, in 
which as many as 10,000 suspected im- 
migrant anarchists and Russian Bolshe- 
viks were apprehended by a new branch 
of the Justice Department called the 
“Bureau of Investigation, Intelligence 
Division.” The Bureau of Investigation 
(BOI) was led by the ambitious 24-year- 
old John Edgar Hoover; the BOI eventu- 
ally emerged as the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI). 


Red hunter: Wilson’s Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer led 
dragnet-style raids against Bolsheviks and anarchists in 1919, raids 
that both violated civil liberties and deported actual radicals. 


Palmer explained in Forum magazine 
later in 1920: “The Department of Jus- 
tice will pursue the attack of these ‘Reds’ 
upon the Government of the United States 
with vigilance, and no alien, advocating 
the overthrow of existing law and order 
in this country, shall escape arrest and 
prompt deportation.” Palmer justified the 
raids: “Upon these two basic certainties, 
first that the ‘Reds’ were criminal aliens 
and secondly that the American Govern- 
ment must prevent crime, it was decided 
that there could be no nice distinctions 
drawn between the theoretical ideals of 
the radicals and their actual violations of 
our national laws. An assassin may have 
brilliant intellectuality, he may be able to 
excuse his murder or robbery with fine or- 
atory, but any theory which excuses crime 
is not wanted in America. This is no place 
for the criminal to flourish, nor will he do 
so so long as the rights of common citizen- 
ship can be exerted to prevent him.” 

Critics noted that many anarchists were 
deported simply for belonging to anarchist 
organizations, rather than for explicit ter- 
rorist deeds. To this charge, Palmer ac- 
knowledged he would shed no tears for 
the deported anarchists who had 
not engaged in violence: “It has 
been inferred by the ‘Reds’ that 
the United States Government, 
by arresting and deporting them, 
is returning to the autocracy of 
Czardom, adopting the system 
that created the severity of Si- 
berian banishment. My reply to 
such charges is that in our deter- 
mination to maintain our govern- 
ment we are treating our alien 
enemies with extreme consider- 
ation. To deny them the privilege 
of remaining in a country which 
they have openly deplored as an 
unenlightened community, unfit 
for those who prefer the privi- 
leges of Bolshevism, should be 
no hardship.” 

The newly formed Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union and 
U.S. Senator Thomas J. Walsh 
(D-Mont.) of the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee condemned 
Palmer’s dragnet-style arrest 
of immigrants and deportation 
of people based upon their be- 
liefs — protected by the First 
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Amendment to the U.S. Constitution — 
rather than on criminal deeds. Walsh — 
who was criticizing a president of his own 
party, and with whom he had allied on nu- 
merous progressive causes — concluded: 


In the more or less hysterical state of 
mind that prevailed when the raids 
were in progress and which to some 
extent still persists, it was popularly 
believed that all those taken were of 
that class — that they were all “red.” 
It was quite natural that persons more 
or less remotely or feebly sympathet- 
ic with such should attend the hear- 
ings of the committee, as they did, 
so that the inquiry became known to 
the newspaper reporters as the “red” 
hearing. Indeed, anyone who chal- 
lenged the proceeding, either from a 
legal or a humanitarian standpoint, 
laid himself open to the suspicion of 
being to some extent incarnadine. As 
a matter of fact, the great majority of 
those arrested, yea, even those deport- 
ed, were perfectly harmless, deluded 
individuals, many of them unable to 
speak a word of English, with little or 
no comprehension of the principles or 
the purposes of the political party of 
which upon one consideration or an- 
other they had become nominal mem- 
bers, offenders against the letter but 
not the spirit of the law. 


Walsh accused Palmer of “flagrant disre- 
gard of the constitutional rights,” stress- 
ing that “none of the six thousand and odd 
persons for whose arrests warrants were 
issued during the five months’ period fol- 
lowing November 1, 1919, had commit- 
ted any crime for which they were being 
prosecuted.... They were simply charged 
with being illegally in the country because 
of their membership in one or the other of 
the proscribed organizations and therefore 
subject to deportation.” 

Both Walsh and the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) also strongly 
condemned the Palmer raids for other con- 
stitutional irregularities. Of course, neither 
Walsh nor the ACLU were pureblood par- 
agons of constitutional virtue. Walsh sup- 
ported many of President Wilson’s grabs 
for federal power, including the income 
tax and the Federal Reserve, as well as 
Wilson’s effort to sacrifice American sov- 
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Car bomb without the car: Anarchists were suspected in the detonation of 100 pounds of 
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dynamite and 500 pounds of shrapnel in the back of a horse-drawn cart on Wall Street on 
September 16, 1920, demonstrating that car bombs are nothing new in the minds of terrorists. 


ereignty to the League of Nations. In 1933, 
he was nominated by the newly elected 
Franklin Roosevelt to be his attorney gen- 
eral. If a fatal heart attack had not prevent- 
ed Walsh from taking office, he very likely 
would have supported the many dictatorial 
and unconstitutional usurpations of FDR. 
The ACLU was founded and dominated by 
radicals who were more enamored of — 
and in tune with — Lenin and the other 
Bolshevik leaders of the newly founded 
Soviet Union than of America’s Found- 
ing Fathers. ACLU founder (and for the 
organization’s first 30 years its executive 
director) Roger Baldwin traveled to the So- 
viet Union and returned to sing praises of 
the Bolshevik gulag state. National ACLU 
officers who were also top leaders of the 
Communist Party USA included William 
Z. Foster, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, and 
Louis Budenz. They were also agents of 
the Communist International, or Comin- 
tern, the Kremlin’s apparatus that directed 
a global network of Communist Parties that 
carried out violent and subversive revolu- 
tionary criminal activities throughout the 
world. Ironically, these ACLU Reds, who 
condemned Palmer’s deportations of anar- 
chists, uttered no protests when their he- 
roes, the Soviet Communists, imprisoned, 
tortured, and executed thousands of non- 
conforming anarchists in Soviet Russia. 


Nevertheless, the genuine dangers to 
liberty posed by the Palmer raids were 
not minuscule. Many warrants were not 
signed under oath as required by the Fourth 
Amendment, some immigrants were held 
under excessive bail (Eighth Amendment), 
none were given an attorney during ques- 
tioning (Sixth Amendment), and less than 
1,000 of the 10,000 arrested in the drag- 
net were eventually deported. Of course, 
if more than 90 percent of the persons ar- 
rested were released without charges or 
deportation hearings, the Fourth Amend- 
ment requirement of “probable cause” for 
searches was clearly in doubt. 

Indeed, some of the arrests were sweep- 
ing. In a Detroit raid on a baking coop- 
erative, BOI agents arrested patrons of the 
restaurant and even band members hired 
to entertain the guests — arrests that in- 
cluded U.S. citizens. While most of those 
arrested in the nationwide sweeps were 
detained only overnight, several dozen 
were imprisoned without trial or deporta- 
tion hearing for months. Wasil Lalajo was 
jailed by federal agents in Youngstown, 
Ohio, and held for 162 days on $1,000 bail 
(more than a year’s salary at the time), and 
then released without charges to his “des- 
titute and suffering” wife and children, ac- 
cording to a report by the National Popular 
Government League, a report circulated 
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by the recently founded ACLU. The rea- 
son for Lalajo’s release was that “the only 
evidence [the BOI] had came from confi- 
dential informants or ‘under-cover men,’ 
whose identity it was deemed inadvisable 
to expose.” 

The New York World reported August 6, 
1921 that one Italian immigrant suffered 80 
days of imprisonment, including two weeks 
of solitary confinement, only to be released 
without charges. “After arresting Guiseppe 
di Filipis the 23-year-old Bayonne (N.J.) 
truckman, on the charge of being the driver 
of the Wall Street bomb wagon, and keep- 
ing him in a cell 14 days, practically in- 
communicado, government officials went 
into court yesterday, 80 days following the 
original arrest, and asked that the charge 
be dismissed, virtually admitting that their 
suspicions were unfounded.” 

Perhaps most importantly, the Justice 
Department had not been authorized by 
Congress to enforce immigration law. 
By law, immigration rules had been the 
responsibility of the Labor Department, 
which eventually refused to reimburse 
Palmer’s Justice Department for the cost 
of the raids in an inter-agency squabble. 
Senator Walsh asked Boston-based Bu- 
reau of Investigation agent George E. 
Kelleher in hearings, “By virtue of what 
law does an agent of the Department of 
Justice make an arrest in a deportation 
case?” Kelleher’s reply: “I do not know of 
any law.” The report by the National Popu- 
lar Government League concluded that the 
attorney general had exceeded his author- 
ity, as deportation of aliens under law was 
the responsibility of the Department of 
Labor at the time. “The department find- 
ing itself unable to get from Congress the 
authority it sought in respect to searches 
to secure evidence, sought to attain its end 
by a palpable subterfuge.” 

The official 1923 Senate Judiciary 
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Committee report written 
by South Dakota Republi- 
can Thomas Sterling argued 
that the effectiveness of the 
Palmer raids justified the 
lawbreaking: “Your com- 
mittee can not say but that 
the policy thus adopted and 
carried out was an effectual 
one. Subsequent events and 
conditions might very well 
indicate that it was effec- 
tual.’ Senator Walsh countered: “Why 
quibble over the law or dwell upon rights 
guaranteed by the Constitution? Why 
cavil at the means if the ends attained are 
to be commended?” 

Palmer’s “Red Raids” led to fundamen- 
tal questions about constitutional govern- 
ment: Can the U.S. government ignore 
the clear wording of the First Amendment 
and deport aliens based upon their beliefs, 
rather than their actions? And was mem- 
bership in Bolshevik-inspired organiza- 
tions, by itself, equivalent to encouraging 
violence? Such questions have relevance 
to the war against Islamist extremism 
today, and especially the case of President 
Obama’s drone attack on American citizen 
Anwar al-Awlaki, who publicly aligned 
with al-Qaeda and verbally encouraged 
violence in America. 
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The Palmer raids involved infringe- 
ments of the First, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, 
and Eighth Amendments to the U.S. Con- 
stitution, directed against some 10,000 
immigrants. Some of those immigrants 
— such as Luigi Galleani — undoubt- 
edly deserved deportation. Everywhere 
Galleani spoke, his followers carried 
out bombings. Just days after Galleani’s 
February 1919 speech in Taunton, Mas- 
sachusetts, four of his followers acciden- 
tally blew themselves up while trying to 
plant a bomb at the American Woolen 
Company in nearby Franklin. (Workers 
at the American Woolen Company had 
just recently gone on strike.) But most 
of those arrested had not planned or car- 
ried out any bombings. Palmer’s zeal 
for catching the real bad guys had also 
caught some innocents in his dragnet, and 
he had clearly ignored both statutory and 
constitutional law in trying to get at the 
bombers. And he was rightly condemned 
for his excesses during the “Red Scare,” 
a scare that perhaps had more real frights 
than today’s war on terror. 

As bad as these excesses may have 
been, the U.S. government’s response to 
the “Red Scare” was less invasive of per- 
sonal liberties than anti-First Amendment 
laws enacted and enforced during the First 
World War. Under the Espionage Act of 
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Consummate G-man: The 24-year-old J. Edgar Hoover led the Palmer raids from the incipient 
Bureau of Investigation (Intelligence Division), an agency that evolved into today’s FBI. Hoover 
would go on to serve 10 presidents, from Wilson to Nixon. 
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1917, socialist Charles Schenck was im- 
prisoned for writing and speaking against 
the constitutionally dubious military draft 
enacted during World War I. Likewise, So- 
cialist Party Leader Eugene V. Debs and 
others were imprisoned for simply speak- 
ing out against the war. 

None of those abuses happened during 
the Palmer raids. In addition, the Palmer 
raids compare favorably to current abuses 
of the U.S. Constitution in the “war on 
terrorism”: 

¢ There were no house-to-house dragnet 
searches without warrants, as happened 
after this year’s Boston Marathon bomb- 
ings. In Boston this year, the bombers ac- 
tually used more ancient technology (gun- 
powder bombs) than the dynamite used by 
the anarchists who struck the same city in 
1919. 

¢ There was no massive wiretapping or 
warrantless search regime created, as hap- 
pened under the NSA after the September 
11, 2001 attacks. 

¢ There were no indefinite detentions 
without trials or habeas corpus protec- 
tion, as has happened at Guantanamo Bay, 
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Bagram Air Force Base, and other secret 
CIA “black sites” under both the Bush and 
Obama administrations (though Obama 
granted habeas protections and officially 
banned black sites). 

¢ There was no torture, as authorized 
by the Bush administration in the use of 
waterboarding, “walling,” and “food ma- 
nipulation” under its “enhanced interro- 
gation” regime. 

e There were no assassinations of 
aliens who had advocated violence 
against America, as President Obama has 
used (without any judicial proceedings) 
against both foreigners and U.S. citizens 
in recent years. 

Senator Walsh concluded during the 
“Red Scare” that constitutional liberties 
are most needed during times of national 
crisis: 


It is only in such times that the guar- 
antees of the Constitution as to per- 
sonal rights are of any practical value. 
In seasons of calm no one thinks of 
denying them; they are accorded as 
a matter of course. It is rare except 


when the public mind is stirred by 
some overwhelming catastrophe or 
is aghast at some hideous crime, or 
otherwise overwrought, that one is 
required to appeal to his constitution- 
al rights. If, in such times, the consti- 
tution is not a shield, the encomiums 
which statesmen and jurists have paid 
it are fustian. 


Though a dark period of American history, 
Americans can and must learn one lesson 
from the “Red Scare.” American citizens 
must learn — as they did in the 1920s — 
how to protect their constitutional liberties 
in the face of external or internal threats, 
and how to stop trading away freedoms 
for illusory security. We must, in particu- 
lar, be on guard against would-be usurp- 
ers in government exploiting real threats 
in order to “justify” sacrificing our liber- 
ties. A demand that elected representatives 
make executive branch officials follow the 
rules of the Constitution and Bill of Rights 
— or face the wrath of voters on election 
day — is the means by which those free- 
doms may be reclaimed. 


SHIPPING SUPPLY SPECIALISTS 


ORDER BY 6 PM FOR SAME DAY SHIPPING 


CORRUGATED BOXES 
STRETCH WRAP 
LABELS 

JANITORIAL 


CARTON SEALING TAPE 
BUBBLE CUSHIONING 
MATERIAL HANDLING 
RETAIL 


CALL FOR YOUR FREE 506-PAGE CATALOG 
1-800-295-5510 uline.com 


EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Off-duty Female 
Cop Shoots Intruder 


The NBC affiliate in Chicago reported on 
September 6 that a criminal unknowingly 
targeted the home of a police officer for a 
burglary. Latauska Horton, a female Chi- 
cago police officer, was at home alone 
when she heard her doorbell go off in the 
middle of the night. She did not answer 
the door but then heard a noise in a first- 
floor bedroom. She immediately grabbed 
her service revolver and went downstairs, 
where she discovered a man breaking in 
through a window. She confronted the 
intruder and identified herself as a po- 
lice officer. She yelled at the man to halt 
but instead the man charged at her. She 
fired her weapon, seriously injuring the 
intruder. Neighbor Rosetta Foster told 
NBC, “That was the wrong house for 
someone to pick to go in.... I feel she did 
right if somebody ... came in her house. 
She did what she was supposed to do, it 
was either her or him.” 


Crime Spree 
Ends Badly for Criminal 


The Kansas City Star reported on Sep- 
tember 5 about a Kansas City, Missouri- 
area homeowner who put an end to a wild 
crime spree by killing an intruder. 

The now-deceased intruder, 30-year-old 
Christopher Robinson, had struggled with 
drug addiction for 15 years, and his latest 
relapse would prove to be his last. Kansas 
City police had arrested Robinson at least 
28 times over the years for crimes that 
ranged from aggravated assault and crimi- 
nal damage to property to resisting arrest 
and battery of a law-enforcement officer. 
Robinson, who was living at home with 
his parents at the time of his death, had 
recently been using methamphetamine. 

The details of the night Robinson was 
killed are still sketchy, but police believe 
that Robinson stole a truck, which he then 
accidentally crashed into a ditch. Police 
were able to follow Robinson as he ran 
to a nearby home and hid in a garage. 
The authorities surrounded the garage, 
but before they could enter, Robinson 
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: ESS lle. 


came bursting through the garage door 
driving a vehicle that he had stolen from 
inside. The police scrambled to get out 
of the way of the runaway vehicle, which 
swerved and sped down the street. The 
cops followed him, but lost him in a field. 
They would later get another report of a 
different truck that had been stolen on a 
nearby highway. Police believe Robinson 
was the carjacker in that crime, as well. 
Robinson’s alleged felonies would not 
end with three vehicles being stolen in 
one night, however. At some point, police 
believed Robinson ditched the third ve- 
hicle he stole, after crashing it, and made 
his way into a nearby residential garage 
where he encountered a homeowner and 
struggled with him. The man, who was at 
home with his wife and baby, was awak- 
ened by the sounds of someone kicking 
in the side door of the garage, which is 
situated right below their bedroom. The 
homeowner grabbed his shotgun and told 
his wife to seek cover and call the police. 

The homeowner’s wife held their child 
and hid in a closet while she called 911. The 
homeowner ran downstairs and opened the 
door to the garage, where he confronted 
the intruder face-to-face. Robinson was al- 
legedly armed with a screwdriver and pair 
of pliers and lunged at the homeowner, 
who struggled with him. The fight moved 
into the house, where the two tussled on 
the kitchen floor. The homeowner said that 
Robinson grabbed the shotgun and tried to 
wrestle it away from him, but was unsuc- 
cessful, and then yelled, “I need your car! 
The police are after me!” The frantic Rob- 
inson then grabbed keys off the kitchen 
counter and ran into the garage, where he 
attempted to start the family vehicle. 

The homeowner followed after him and 
got his shotgun ready. When the homeown- 
er saw Robinson reach into his pocket, he 
feared he was armed and fired twice, killing 
Robinson while he was sitting in the driv- 
er’s seat. Police are reviewing the case but 
do not expect the homeowner to be charged 
with any crime. “It’s my understanding 
(that) [the homeowner] believed the suspect 
was armed,” said Capt. Tye Grant, of the 
Kansas City Police Department. 

Neighbor Gina Smeja told the Kansas 
City Star that she has lived in the neighbor- 


hood for more than four years, and there 
were no problems until last week when 
there were some break-ins of cars. She has 
since talked to neighbors about starting a 
neighborhood watch. “I’m sure everyone’s 
going to be on board with it now,” she said, 
adding that nearly everyone in the neigh- 
borhood owns guns for self-defense. “He 
picked the wrong neighborhood.” 


“Death Till We Part” 


In what could be a scene from a Holly- 
wood thriller, the Bristol Herald Courier 
reported on September 5 about a Russell 
County, Virginia, woman who was forced 
to shoot and kill her estranged husband. 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Brian Patton 
wrote in a report obtained by the Courier 
that no charges would be filed in the shoot- 
ing. The husband, 53-year-old Douglas 
Allen Witt, used a one-ton flatbed pickup 
truck to ram an SUV occupied by his wife, 
Tamara Witt, and their daughter while they 
were traveling. 

Witt kept his foot firmly on the gas 
pedal and continued to push Tamara’s 
vehicle until it went over a nearby em- 
bankment near Castlewood, Virginia. The 
wife and daughter survived the tumble 
and were able to exit the vehicle, but 
Witt continued his assault. He exited his 
truck and ran down the embankment and 
pursued his former bride and daughter. 
Patton told the Courier that Witt “con- 
tinued aggressively” toward his wife and 
daughter, and “in apparent fear for her 
and her daughter’s life,’ Tamara Witt dis- 
charged her firearm and fatally wounded 
Witt. “The homicide has been ruled justi- 
fied and no charges will be taken against 
[Tamara Witt],” Patton said in the report. 
Court records obtained by the Courier 
showed that Tamara Witt had received a 
preliminary protective order against her 
husband in Family Court a week prior 
to the shooting. The order contained the 
following eerie excerpt, which foreshad- 
owed the danger which was to come. “I 
am in fear of imminent harm or danger 
for myself,’ Tamara wrote in the protec- 
tive order. “[He] said several times, it will 
be ‘death till we part.’” Hi 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Defense of what? Former Defense Secretaries Robert Gates (left) and Leon Panetta (center) agree 
that, despite the Constitution’s restrictions, the president can attack any country he wants without 
the permission of Congress. As defense secretaries, one wonders what they were defending. 


Neoconservative 
Again Tars With the 
“Isolationism” Brush 


ITEM: The Washington Post for September 
13, 2013 carried a “Right Turn” blog by 
Jennifer Rubin with the headline “Where 
isolationism leads” that read: 


The Syria debacle shed light on the 
thinking of both interventionists and 
isolationists.... 

We should fully understand what 
the isolationist right and left con- 
template as ideal national security 
policy. According to Sen. Rand Paul 
(R-Ky.), we have no national secu- 
rity interests in Syria. [Emphasis in 
original.] 

If we ever attempt to adopt the 
Paul/Cruz worldview, we would soon 
find we’ve compromised our human- 
ity and our security. Every “ally” 
(and what reason would they have to 
remain our ally?) would be a sitting 
duck.... If and when someone with 
this world view runs for president, he 
or she should face exacting scrutiny. 
(Frankly, every candidate after this 
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president should be grilled on nation- 
al security.) I suspect when pinned 
down on specifics, the self-described 
non-interventionist candidate will 
appear either nuts like Rand Paul’s 
dad or suddenly (and insincerely) not 
so opposed after all to American in- 
tervention — when circumstances are 
right, of course. 


CORRECTION: As might be expected from 
a writer who was a three-year veteran of 
Commentary and a regular contributor to 
the Weekly Standard — both bastions of 
neoconservative thinking — Rubin takes 
apparent delight in railing against propo- 
nents of the “no foreign entanglements”’- 
type of foreign policy firmly advocated by 
our first six presidents and largely contin- 
ued until the precedent-breaking Spanish 
American War. 

As the Western World continues to de- 
cipher and assign blame for the chemical 
attacks launched against civilians outside 
Damascus on August 21, debate continues 
in the United States about what an appro- 
priate response (if any) from our nation 
should be. 

Former Defense Secretaries Leon Pa- 
netta and Robert Gates, appearing to- 


gether September 17 at a conference at 
Southern Methodist University in Dal- 
las, disagreed about whether President 
Obama should launch a military strike 
against Syria, with Panetta promoting the 
more hawkish position and Gates taking 
a more restrained view. 

Though they disagreed on military 
strategy, both men denied that the presi- 
dent is required to secure a declaration of 
war from Congress, as the Constitution re- 
quires. Panetta complained that “this Con- 
gress has a hard time agreeing as to what 
the time of day is,” and Gates believes it 
was a mistake for Obama to ask Congress 
for authority for an attack on Syria, for 
fear that a denial of the president’s request 
by Congress would “weaken our country.” 

Similar debate has occurred in our na- 
tion’s past. With the invasion of Poland by 
Germany, Slovakia, and the Soviet Union 
in September 1939, war in Europe became 
a reality, and Americans who remembered 
U.S. involvement in the first World War 
organized the America First Committee to 
oppose U.S. intervention in what would 
become World War II. 

Members of America First were neither 
pacifists nor anti-military: Among their 
principles was that “the United States 
must build an impregnable defense for 
America.” But they did adhere firmly to 
the advice of several early presidents to 
avoid foreign entanglements, noting: “‘Aid 
short of war’ weakens national defense at 
home and threatens to involve America in 
war abroad.” 

But advocates of military interven- 
tion abroad were quick to label the anti- 
interventionists with a negative-sounding 
word: “‘isolationists.” This is despite the 
fact that non-interventionism — staying 
clear of foreign quarrels — is a far cry 
from isolationism, which could entail (as 
the word suggests) isolating the United 
States from the rest of the world (e.g., no 
trade, no relations). Yet the “isolationist” 
epithet has repeatedly been resurrected to 
apply to anyone who believes that the U.S. 
military should defend America and that 
the Founding Fathers were wise to warn 
against intervening abroad. 

Rubin is among many of today’s media 


41 


and political figures who wield the “‘isola- 
tionist” club against non-interventionism. 
The headline of her recent blog, “Where 
isolationism leads,” sets the tone for her 
dire predictions of doom should the Unit- 
ed States fail to follow the policies that led 
us into multiple wars from 1941 through 
the present that have resulted in more than 
500,000 U.S. battle deaths. 

Despite this negative humanitarian fall- 
out from past U.S. interventions, Rubin 
employs a distinctively moralist tone in 
berating “‘isolationism’’: 


According to Sen. Rand Paul ... 
when Bashar al-Assad began slaugh- 
tering his own people, if we said any- 
thing at all (and really what business 
is it of ours?) we should not have 
demanded Assad leave or face the 
consequences. When rebels asked for 
aid or arms or gas masks we should 
have denied them any support. When 
Assad used chemical weapons we 
might have said something, in the 
Rand Paul (R-Ky.)/Sarah Palin/Sen. 
Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) world view, but 
there should be no red lines threat- 
ening robust retaliation. After Assad 
killed over 1,400 people by chemical 
weapons we should take no action... 

In short, for isolationists, there is 
no amount of dead Syrians, refugees 
and WMD deaths that would justify 
us doing anything effective. 


Rubin’s sermon ignores several important 
points, first among them being: 

¢ It has yet to be proven that the Assad 
regime has engaged in slaughter by using 
chemical weapons against its civilians. 
Respected analyst Jerome Corsi compiled 
a series of videos from Middle Eastern 
sources that show opposition fighters in- 
volved in chemical weapons attacks. 

¢ As to whether we should be assist- 
ing the “rebels” in Syria, it is essential 
to consider the forces with which these 
anti-government fighters are allied. In an 
article posted online by the intervention- 
ist Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) 
on August 6, 2012, Ed Husain, the CFR’s 
senior fellow for Middle Eastern studies, 
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Lions, not lambs: Many U.S. warhawks, especially neoconservatives, chastise non-interventionists 


for failing to help those who need us. But the rebels in Syria are not innocents being led to 
slaughter; they have been the aggressors. Here a rebel soldier stands on a knocked-out Syrian tank. 


pointed to a link between the rebels and 
al-Qaeda: 


The Syrian rebels would be im- 
measurably weaker today without 
al-Qaeda in their ranks.... Feeling 
abandoned by the West, rebel forces 
are increasingly demoralized as they 
square off with the Assad regime’s 
superior weaponry and professional 
army. Al-Qaeda fighters, however, 
may help improve morale. The influx 
of jihadis brings discipline, religious 
fervor, battle experience from Iraq, 
funding from Sunni sympathizers in 
the Gulf, and most importantly, dead- 
ly results. In short, the FSA needs al- 
Qaeda now. 


¢ When the WMD argument (later proved 
to be false) was used to justify the U.S. 
invasion of Iraq, what effects did our sanc- 
tions and then forced removal of Saddam 
Hussein have? While exact figures about 
the number of deaths of innocent civil- 
ians as a result of the U.S.-enforced UN 
sanctions are disputed, one report from 
the former UN humanitarian coordinator 
in Iraq, Denis Halliday, stated that 239,000 
children five years old and under died of 
malnutrition and diseases stemming from 


the sanctions imposed on Iraq. Following 
the toppling of Saddam’s regime, sectar- 
ian violence between Shiite and Sunni 
elements persisted, and Christians were 
attacked so frequently that thousands fled 
the country. In 2010, according to the 
Failed States Index compiled by the Fund 
for Peace, Iraq was the world’s seventh 
most politically unstable country. 

Those, like Rubin, who express dis- 
may that a weak U.S. response to Assad’s 
crossing of the “red line” might encourage 
Iran to engage in the building of nuclear 
weapons with impunity, might consider 
that, after removing the dreaded Saddam 
from power, the result was a new govern- 
ment with friendly ties to another interna- 
tional bogeyman — Iran! An AP story last 
July 18 about outgoing Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s final official 
visit to Iraq noted that following talks with 
Iraqi Vice President Khudier al-Khuzaie, 
Ahmadinejad “emphasized Tehran’s de- 
termination to strengthen ties further with 
Baghdad while linking his own country’s 
success with that of Iraq.” 

Will interventionists ever learn that our 
meddling, far from helping to solve over- 
seas crises, generally exacerbates them? 
Some may, but Rubin has a long history 
of dalliance with confirmed interven- 
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tionists, also known as neoconservatives 
(neocons). We noted that she was a three- 
year veteran of Commentary and a regular 
contributor to the Weekly Standard. When 
Commentary was founded in 1945, it had 
a decidedly leftist, Trotskyite stance, but 
after the death of its founding editor, Eliot 
Cohen, Norman Podhoretz became editor 
in 1960. Under Podhoretz, Commentary’s 
editorial stance embraced neoconserva- 
tism. As one indication of what this meant, 
Podhoretz was one of the original signa- 
tories of the “Statement of Principles” of 
the rabidly interventionist Project for The 
New American Century, which sent a let- 
ter to President Clinton in 1998 advocating 
the removal by force of Saddam Hussein 
in Iraq. 

Podhoretz wrote in the February 2002 
issue of Commentary, “There is no doubt 
that Saddam already possesses large stores 
of chemical and biological weapons, and 
may ... be ‘on the precipice of nuclear 
power. ... Whether or not Iraq becomes 
the second front in the war against terror- 
ism, one thing is certain: there can be no 
victory in this war if it ends with Saddam 
Hussein still in power.” 

Norman’s son, John Podhoretz, a 
speechwriter for former presidents Ronald 
Reagan and George H.W. Bush, became 
Commentary’s editor in 2009. An early 
supporter of the invasion of Iraq, Pod- 
horetz wrote in his book, Bush Country: 
“The natural terrorist hunger to acquire 
WMDs, and Saddam Hussein’s desire to 
humiliate the United States, combined to 
make Iraq a new kind of threat to America 
and the world.” 

Podhoretz, like Rubin, has contributed 
to the Weekly Standard, where he was 
deputy editor. The Weekly Standard has 
been described as “a redoubt of neocon- 
servatism” (Jeanne Kirkpatrick in “What 
the Heck Is a ‘Neocon’?” — Wall Street 
Journal) and “The neocon Bible” (the 
Economist, wherein it was noted in 2005: 
“Ten years ago, [Irving Kristol’s] son, Bill, 
persuaded Rupert Murdoch to put up the 
cash to set up the Weekly Standard.”) 

William Kristol was a co-founder (along 
with Norman Podhoretz) of the Project for 
The New American Century. Kristol was a 
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harsh critic of former Rep. Ron Paul and 
was quoted as stating that he “would be 
happy if Paul were purged from the GOP.” 
His father, the late Irving Kristol, a 
member of the Council on Foreign Rela- 
tions who served as the managing editor 
of Commentary, has been described as the 
“godfather of neoconservatism” (Reason). 
In his 1995 book, Neoconservatism: The 
Autobiography of an Idea, Irving Kristol 
wrote: “We [neoconservatives] accepted 
the New Deal in principle, and had little 
affection for the kind of isolationism that 
then permeated American conservatism.” 
Much more could be written about neo- 
conservatism and its roots, but a fair sum- 
mary of one of its major effects is that it 
represented a migration of former leftists 
from the old, interventionist Democratic 
Party of Franklin Roosevelt into the Re- 
publican Party, where they worked to dis- 
mantle the historic, non-interventionist 
conservatism of Republicans, producing a 
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synthesis called “neoconservatism.” This 
policy was especially evident during the 
two Bush presidencies. 

As we saw above, Rubin shares Wil- 
liam Kristol’s disdain for former Rep. Ron 
Paul, and his son, Senator Rand Paul. 

As with a long line of interventionists, 
Rubin continues to ignore the failures of 
the past, including the ongoing tension in 
the Korean peninsula, the takeover of all of 
Vietnam by the communists, the continued 
fighting in Afghanistan after 12 years, and 
the breakdown of order in Iraq that has re- 
sulted in it being ranked as the world’s sev- 
enth most politically unstable country. She 
naively hopes that, this time around, those 
policies will produce different results. Mi 

— WarrEN Mass 
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BY JACK KENNY 


Pro-life Cause Needs a Clear, Steady “Trumpet” 


n the “eternal city” of 
I Rome, signs of change 

were once hard to find 
within that small, but cultur- 
ally and religiously signifi- 
cant, plot of land called the 
Vatican. So when Pope Fran- 
cis, a mere six months into 
his papacy, suggested in an 
interview last month with the 
Jesuit journal La Civilta Cat- 
tolica that the church should 
change its approach to some 
fundamental moral issues, 
the world took notice and the 
press lost no time in report- 
ing key phrases. The church’s 
pastoral ministry, the pope 
said, “cannot be obsessed 
with the transmission of a disjointed multitude of doctrines to be 
imposed insistently.” Concerning “abortion, gay marriage and 
the use of contraceptive methods,” he said, “it is not necessary 
to talk about these issues all the time.” 

Publication of the interview “sent shock waves through the 
Roman Catholic church,” the New York Times reported, though 
it must have spread consternation and confusion, as well, among 
people of other faiths who support the right to life and traditional 
marriage and have reason to regard the Catholic Church as an 
important ally. Indeed, during the early days of the crusade to 
repeal state anti-abortion laws, the Catholic Church stood virtu- 
ally alone in opposition. That gave the champions of “abortion 
rights” the opportunity to portray the defense of pre-natal life as 
a peculiarly Catholic doctrine and to claim the church hierarchy 
and its allies among the Catholic laity were attempting to force 
their own “religious doctrine” on the rest of society, as though 
the defense of innocent life — a common and historic secular 
concern — were somehow akin to requiring an affirmation of 
the Immaculate Conception. It was somehow overlooked that 
in many cases the anti-abortion laws the Catholic Church was 
defending had been passed more than a century earlier by Prot- 
estant legislatures at a time when Catholics were still barred in 
some states from holding public office. 

Then came the U.S. Supreme Court’s 1973 Roe v. Wade 
decision that swept aside the abortion laws of more than 40 
states by finding a right to abortion in a Constitution that no- 
where mentions nor hints of it. Judges claimed to find in that 
document — in “penumbras formed by emanations”— the 
“right” of a woman to have the infant in her womb carved up 
and disposed of as mere human waste. 

Within a few years, the right to life of the unborn became a 
cause embraced by millions of Catholics, Evangelicals, Ortho- 
dox Jews, and others. Still others with no formal religious ties 
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recognized the judicial decree 
as an assault on the human 
rights that our nation’s Dec- 
laration of Independence de- 
clared are “endowed by their 
Creator.” As Thomas Jeffer- 
son, the author of that docu- 
ment, elsewhere observed, 
“The care of human life and 
happiness, and not their de- 
struction, is the first and only 
legitimate object of good gov- 
ernment.” And in yet another 
document, he declared: “The 
God who gave us life gave us 
liberty at the same time; the 
hand of force may destroy but 
cannot disjoin them.” 

“But when we speak about 
these issues, we have to talk about them in a context,” the pope 
said in his interview with the Jesuit publication. Describing the 
Catholic Church as a “field hospital after a battle,” the pontiff 
stressed the need to bring the good news of salvation to a strug- 
gling, suffering humanity and to heal their wounds. “Then we 
can talk about everything else.” 

While praising the pope’s message, Scott Richert, writing for 
Crisis magazine, drew attention back to those issues the pope 
acknowledged he has not discussed much. 

“What are abortion and homosexual activity and the destruc- 
tion of the marital embrace through contraception if not spiritual 
diseases and wounds?” asked Richert. 

“What, indeed! They are the greatest moral issues confront- 
ing mankind today. They destroy millions of lives every year 
— not figuratively, but literally. Saving souls is essential; but 
saving lives is, too. Conversion takes time; lives are being lost 
today.” 

“Nobody should try to use the words of the pope to minimize 
the urgent need to preach and teach about abortion,” said Rev. 
Frank Pavone, national director of Priests for Life. With an es- 
timated 4,000 pre-born infants being killed in abortion in the 
United States each day, the urgency can hardly be exaggerated. 
On the day after his interview with Civilta Cattolica was pub- 
lished, Pope Francis addressed the International Federation of 
Catholic Medical Associations and urged the doctors to help the 
world recognize “the imprint of the creative work of God, from 
the very first moment of conception.” Challenging the physi- 
cians to go “against the tide,” he declared: “The Lord counts on 
you to spread the ‘Gospel of Life.’” 

That clear statement was needed after the somewhat ambigu- 
ous message published the previous day. “For if the trumpet 
gives an uncertain sound, who will prepare himself to the bat- 
tle?” I Corinthians 14:8 
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